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FOREWARD 
 
Maharashtra State Board for Literature and Culture had decided to publish some 

source material on history of India's struggle for independence. Perhaps no other time could 
be more suitable for such publications than the occasion of the centenary celebrations of 
Indian National Congress. The two volumes written by Dr. T. K. Tope on (1) Bombay And 
Congress Presidents, and (2)  Bombay and Congress movement are some of these books. 

 
It is a pride for the Board that it could persuade Dr. Tope to write these important 

volumes at this appropriate time. I,  on behalf of the Board, am grateful to Dr. Tope for 
allowing us to publish his valuable works. 

 
I am also grateful to Shri Bhanubhai Yagnik, President, Congress Centenary 

Committee, Bombay for agreeing to write preface to the book and to Shri Alva, Director of the 
Government Printing and Stationery and his workers for producing the book in a record 'time.  
 
  S. S. BARLINGAY 

  Chairman 
Yashodhan,  Stale Board for Literature and Culture 
10th December 1985  Bombay 
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PREFACE 
 

The city of Bombay occupies a pivotal position in the history of the Indian National 
Congress and India's struggle for freedom. It was in Bombay that the Indian National 
Congress was founded in December 1885 and its first session held. It is in the fitness of things 
that the concluding celebration of the Congress Centenary year should be held in Bombay by 
the end of this month.  

 
Bombay provided a number of Presidents to the Indian National Congress, notably, 

Dadabhoy Naoroji, Badruddin Tyabji, Rehimatullah Sayani, Sir Phirozeshah Mehta and N. G. 
Chandavarkar. Several times during the last hundred years, the Congress held itV˄ Plenary 
and A. I. C. C. sessions in Bombay. BombayV˄ Congress House, Azad Maidan, Shivaji Park,  
Mani Bhavan and Bhatia Baug have their own histories in the Congress movement for 
freedom. 

  
It was in Bombay that Mahatma Gandhi launched his Quit India movement on the 8th 

August, 1942 from August Kranti Maidan, Gowalia Tank, which spread like wildfire throughout 
the country. All the national leaders including Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Malana abul Kalam Azad, Baba Rajendra Prasad were arrested in Bombay 
at early dawn of 9th August 1942. In short, the history of the Indian National Congress and the 
freedom movement will be incomplete without the projection of BˀʾʳʲˊV˄ unique role in it. 

 
In order to highlight BombayV˄ unrivalled place in the history of the Congress and the 

freedom movement, a History Writing Committee was set up a couple of months ago with 
Prof. T. K. Tope, former Principal of the Government Law College and Vice- chancellor, 
Bombay University, as Chairman and Shri Adam Adil and Shri Y. P. Trivedi as Hon. 
Secretaries. 

 
Prof. Tope has taken pains to write the history of the part, Bombay played in all the 

national events. His book is indeed commendable. It is being published on the occasion of 
the Congress Centenary Celebrations. 

 
I am sure, the reading public in India and abroad will benefit from Prof. TopeVs book.  

The book deserve to be widely distributed. I deeply appreciate Prof. TopeV˄ efforts and those 
of his colleagues. 
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  B. M.  YAGNIK 
  President 
  Congress Centenary 
  Celebrations Committee 
December 9, 1985  Bombay 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The city of Bombay has an interesting history. The island of Bombay was received by 

the Portuguese from Bahadur Shah of Gujarat in 1534. It was ceded to the British in 1661 and 
transferred to the East India Company in 1668, t˼o be held in free and common socage˽ at a 
rent of P˼ound Sterling 10 payable on the 30th September each year.˽ The island made rapid 
progress under the British. The population of the island in 1668 was about 10,000. But by 1675 
it rose to 60,000 and in 1701 to 1,50,000. The original inhabitant of the island were Koli and 
Bhandari, some Portuguese, Kunbis, Dhedes, Mahars and the immigrant Hindus, Muslims 
and one or two Parsis. As a result of encouragement to trade given by the British, a new class 
of weavers, artisans and merchants came to settle in the island in considerable numbers. 
Bombay is a good harbour. This fact added to the export and import operations from the port 
and Bombay made rapid progress. The introduction of English education and the 
establishment of the University of Bombay in 1857 helped further rapid development. Some of 
the Englishmen in the 19th Century also contributed richly to educational and cultural 
development of the city of Bombay such as Sir Erskin Perry. 

 
The reasons for introduction of Western education was explained by Elphinston as 

under: 
 

T˼he dangers to which we are exposed from the sensitive character of the religion of 
the natives : and the slippery foundation of our Government owing to the total separation 
between us and our subjects require adoption of some measures to counteract and the only 
one is to remove the prejudice and to communicate our own principles and opinions by 
diffusion of rational education.  ˽ [Elphinston Minute dated December 13, 1823, see Tarachand, History of the 
Freedom Movement in India, Vol. 2, p. 191.] 

 
Western education prompted intellectual unity. It also produced the awareness of 

belonging to a community different in nature from the medieval order. The impact created 
political unity which transcended castes and creeds and attached itself to the notions of the 
common people possessing of common hope. [Trachand, ibid. pp. 171.]  

 
The system of Western education created a new middle class which imbibed liberal 

principles from the writing of the Western authors and aspired for a similar form of 
Government for India. This desire in the minds of the educated Indians was expressed 
through various activities. One of them was the birth of Indian National Congress. Tarachand 
describes this event as follows: 

 
T˼he Birth of Indian National Congress was an unprecedented phenomenon in the 

political history of India. It proclaimed the advent of n new era: the era of a political unity not 
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imposed from above but the expression of true will of the people. The Congress was the 
Central organ of the new society which had evolved as a result of the economic,  social and 
cultural changes taking shape during the hundred years since Pʽʲ˄˄ʶˊ.˽ Aibid.,  page 549.]  
 
Privileges of Bombay 

 
It was the city of Bombay that played a very prominent Part in the history of India. It 

was here in 1858 that two soldiers who had participated in the 1857 War were hanged at a 
place on Azad Maidan in front of the Bombay Municipal Corporation. It was here in Bombay 
that in 1885 the Congress was born. It was here in 1908 that Lokmanya Tilak was sentenced 
to 6 years imprisonment. It was here again that the trials of patriots like Shivram Mahadeo 
Paranjpe and Savarkar were held and they were sentenced to imprisonment. 

 
It was here again in 1915 attempts were made to bring together the Indian National 

Congress and Muslim League. The 30th Session of the Indian National Congress was held in 
Bombay and the All- India Muslim League was also to meet for the first time in the history of 
that body at Bombay about the same time as the Congress and attempts were made to bring 
the two bodies together. A graphic description of the event i given by Dr. M. R. Jayakar in his 

S˼tory of my life˽. [ pages 140- 143]  

 
We, the younger men, were very prominent in making successful this entente between 

the two bodies and, as the Congress official report said, ˼the effect of the two bodies holding 
their session in Bombay was especially noteworthy in the case of the rising generations of the 
educated youth of the Hindu- Muslim communitie˄.˽ A genuine feeling of brotherhood 
prevailed which manifested itself in various ways. The Congress Volunteers and the Muslim 
Volunteers arrived at n joint session and worked shoulder to shoulder. A joint dinner was 
organised by some of the younger men. As the Congress Report remarked, i˼t was a 
gratifying and inspiring sight to see the organisers wearing a brilliant badge which combined 
the Crescent with the Lotus, symbolizing the union of the two faiths in the service of their 
motherland and invoking the eye of the thinker to see therein the realisation of AkbarV˄ dream 
in the not distant future.  ˽

 
While the Congress session was being held rumours were not wanting that the 

proposed entente between the Congress and progressive Muslims had been viewed with 
suspicion and dislike by some reactionary and autocratic officials of the Bombay Government 
who were secretly planning, chiefly with the aid of Muslims from outside Bombay, the 
complete dispersion of the Session of the Muslim League which was proposed to be held at 
the conclusion of the Congress Session to obtain Muslim support for the demands made by 
the Congress in the resolutions of the session. These rumours grew wilder and wilder. 
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Ultimately the promoters of the Muslim League session found it necessary, as a precautionary 
measure, to seek the help of the police officials of the Bombay Government to prevent what 
they thought was likely to be a violent and rowdy attack upon the Muslim League session. 
The police officials, it was rumoured, instead of agreeing to give help to protect the Muslim 
League session from outside attacks, agreed to interfere only on condition that, in the event 
of an outbreak of disturbance , they would proceed to disperse the entire session of the 
Muslim League, instead of checking the outsidersV interference with the proceedings. 
Ultimately the rumours proved to be true and on the fateful day when the Muslim League 
session was held under the Presidency of Mahzar- ul- Huq,  Muslim hooligans, mostly 
outsiders, helped by some local reactionary Muslims, created a disturbance which 
necessitated an adjournment of the session and thus the threat of the Police officials to 
disperse the entire Session was averted. The incident was regarded as a great catastrophe 
and was strongly resented by the Indian public and journals. The Anglo- Indian papers of 
Bombay of course preserved a show of lip sympathy and fairness, finding excuses for the 
occurence. 

 
It was here in Bombay that the Swaraj Party was born in the house of Dr. M. R. 

Jayakar. It was in Bombay in the year 1942 that the famous Quit India Resolution was passed 
on 8th August of that year. It was again in Bombay that the Naval Mutiny took place in 1946 
and lastly it was again in Bombay that the First Session of the Indian National Congress after 
the second split in the body in the year 1969, was held. Thus, Bombay has played a very 
memorable role in the history of Congress. 
 
The First Congress 

 
The description of the First proceedings of the First Congress is given vividly by C. F. 

Andrews and Girija Mukherji in their book, ˼Rise and Growth of the Congress in lndi̡ ,˽T 
 

O˼n the proposal of Hume and seconded by Telang and Subramania lyer, W. C. 
Bonnerjee was elected President of the Congress. In his presidential speech Bonnerjee said 
that the objects of the Congress were: 

 
(˼i)  The promotion of personal intimacy and friendship amongst all the more earnest 

workers in our countryV˄ cause in these parts of the Empire. 
 

(˼ ii)  The eradication by direct friendly personal intercourse of all possible race, creed, 
or provincial prejudice amongst all lovers of country, and the fuller development and 
consolidation of those sentiments of national unity that had their origin in our beloved Lord 
RiponV˄ ʶˇʶ˃ memorable reign. (empha sis is added)  
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(˼ iii) The authoritative record of the matured opinions of the educated classes in India 
on some of the more important and pressing of the social questions of the day. 

 
˼(ʺˇ) The determination of the methods by which during the next twelve months it is 

desirable for native politician to labour in the public interests.  
 
He praised England for t˼he inestimable blessing of Western education˽  and said that 

˼l̡l they desired was that the basis of the government should be widened and that people 
should have their proper and legitimate share in it.˽ He also believed that the Congress would 
be equally advantageous to the authorities and to the people. 

 
This was the general attitude of the first members of the Congress who met togetaer 

at Bombay to discuss the future of India. One feels today, when politics dominates so much 
of the Indian life, that these statements are curiously out of touch with the realities of the 
Indian situation. But we have to remember that life was far less organised in India then. 
Besides, there was very little experience of public gatherings and agitations. They were, in 
fact, only creating precedents.  

 
But the most impressive thing in the first Congress was the far- signed vision of the 

speakers themselves. Although it was the first time that Indian leaders had met on a political 
platform their acquintance with the public questions of the day appeared to be thorough. The 
knowledge of the administration which they exhibited in their speeches was remarkable 
judging from the fact that until then the Indian people had very little share in it. For example, 
Sir Dinsha WachaVs speech on the Army budget showed an intimate knowledge of the Army 
finances, and its tone and contents reveal a capacity of high statemanship. Amongst other 
speakers, Subramania Iyer, Talang, Norendranath Sen, Dadabhai Naoroji, all showed great 
knowledge of the administration and demonstrated how well these people were capable of 
running a country if they were once given a chance. 

 
Subramania Iyer, speaking on the first resolution with regard to a parliamentary 

enquiry into the conditions of India, put forward a thesis which shows how closely the Indian 
leaders, even at that time, were following the political development of the whole country and 
how well they knew, the policy most advantageous to India. 

 
˼ʪuch an enquiry,˽ he said, ˼ˈʲ˄ regularly made in the days of the East India 

Company. ln 1773. 1793, 1813, 1833 and 1853, searehing and elaborate investigations were 
made into the results of the Administration of the Company, as represented by the financial 
condition of the Government and by general progress of the people.....  While the domestic 
and foreign policy of the Company was closely watched and subjected to periodical criticism 
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and reform, these enquiries furnished wholesome checks and safeguards, particularly in the 
administration of finance.˽ ˼In many respects.˽ ʹe adds, ˼ʠʿʵʺʲ has been a loser by the 
transfer of the government to the Crown instead of a gainer. Since that time, the condition of 
the people has undergone a most distressing deterioration. They have been subjected to a 
less sympathetic despotism, and the expenditure and indebtedness of their Government have 
increased in a ratio utterly disproportionate to all improvement in its financial resources.  ˽

 
This criticism of the Government did not mean that the bulk of the Indian opinion at the 

Congress was opposed to the British rule as such. On the contrary, among the majority of the 
Congress leaders there was almost a childlike and pathetic belief in the fair play of the British 
Parliament. ˼ʮʶ ʲ˃ʶ ʙ˃ʺ˅ʺ˄ʹ ˄ˆʳʻʶʴ˅˄,˽ said Dadabhai Naoroji. ˼and subjects of the same 
gracious Sovereign who has pledged her Royal word that we are to her as all her other 
subjects, and we have a right to all British institutions. If we are true to ourselves and 
perseveringly ask what we desire, the British people are the very people on earth who will give 
us what is right and just.  ˽

 
Although the first Congress lenders did not set out with any very ambitious scheme of 

self- government, there were men who were already thinking in original terms about IndiaVs 
future. Norendranath Sen, for indtance, a delegate from Bengal, made the remarkable 
suggestion that as an alternative for a Standing Committee of the House of Commons in place 
of the India Council, there might be a small Parliament in India with many Indian members. 
Indian Political bodies should be asked to name such members and also have a voice in the 
formation of the existing Executive Councils. 

 
Thus among these Western- educated Congress leaders, who echoed the language of 

the British Liberals, there were some who were ready to go much farther and claim radical 
alterations in the Constitution.  There were also others, even in the first Congress, who were 
already advocating a fighting programme and exhibited a strong sense of the realities of the 
Indian situation. In fact, it appears that the idea of a boycott of British goods as a means of 
wresting concessions from the British Parliament was already growing amongst the Indian 
leaders even in tho˄ ʶ ˇʶ˃ˊ ʶʲ˃ʽˊ ʵʲˊ˄. ˼ʠf goods are available in our own market˽ , ˄ays Mr.  
Girija Bhushan Mookerjee, another delegate from Bengal, ˼ˈhy should weTpoor as we 
areTgo to a foreign country and pay a much higher price for imported goods? Then again, 
the high salaries and pensions enjoyed by our civilian rulers are mostly spent out of the 
country. The experience, bought at such a high price, is not retained in the country for its 
future use, but is shipped out of the country and pretty often employed against our interest˽ . 
It is quite remarkable that this speech from Bengal was made in the very first Congress. It 
shows how, from the start, the economic issue loomed almost as large in some menVs minds 
as the political demand for self- rule.  ˽
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Mrs. Annie Beasant in her book, ˼ʟow India Wrought for Freedom˽ mentioned the 
names or distinguished delegates and representatives in the following passage: 

 
˼ʘ˄ we gIance over the lists of those who were present, how many we see who 

became famous in the annals of IndiaV˄ ˄˅ruggle for Freedom. Among those who could not 
act RepresentativeT for the reason given aboveTwe note the Reformer, I Dewan Bahadur 
R. Raghunath Rao, Deputy Collector of Madras, the Hon. Mr. Mahadev G. Ranade, then 
member of the Legislative Council and Small cause court Judge of Poona, Iater to be a Judge 
of the High Court of Bombay, and leader honoured and trusted; Lala Baijnath of  Agra was 
there, to be known as scholar and writer later on; and Professors K. Sundararaman and R. 
G. Bhandarkar. Among the Representatives may be noted editors of well- known Indian 
papers, of The Dnyan Prakash. The Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, The 
Maratha, The Kesari, The Nababibhakar, the Indian Mirror, the Nassin, the Hindusthani, The 
Tribune, The Indian Union, The Indian Spectator, The Indu Prakash, The Hindu, The 
Crescent. How many names shine out, familiar and honoured :  Mr. A. O. Hume is there from 
Simla; W. C. Bannerji and  Norendranath Sen from Calcutta; W. S. Apte and G. G. Agarkar 
from Poona; Gangaprasad Varma from Lucknow; Dadabhai Naoroji, K. T. Telang, 
Pherozeshah M. MehtaT then, as now, leader of the Bombay CorporationTD. E. Wacha, 
B. M. Malabari, N. G. Chandavarkar from Bombay; P. Rangish Naidu, President of the 
Mahajana Sabha, S. Subramania Iyer, P. Ananda Charlu, G. Subramania Aiyar, M. 
Vijayaraghavachariar from Maɻ ˃ʲ˄; ʧ. ʢʶ˄ʲˇʲ ʧʺʽʽʲʺ ʷ˃ˀʾ ʘʿʲʿ˅ˁˆ˃.˽ 

 
During the last hundred years altogether there were 80 sessions of the Indian National 

Congress. Out of these, two were special sessions. Surat sesson of 1907 was continued the 
next year at Madras also. Therefore, though the Congress met at Surat and Madras in 1907 
and 1908, still, that is considered only as one session. Out of the 80 sessions 7 sessions were 
held in the city of Bombay and leaders from Bombay presided over eight sessions. Dadabhai 
Naoroji presided over 3 sessions, and the others who presided over Congress sessions were 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Dinsha Wacha, Badruddin Tyabji. Sir Rahimtollah M. Sayani and 
Narayan Ganesh Chandavarkar. 

 
I would like to divide the history of Congress into following periods: 
 
First Period :  1885 to 1907.TThe period of representations to the British Government 

along with awakening among the Indians for political rights. At the end of this period, the first 
split in the Congress took place at Surat.  

 
Second Period :  1907 to 1920.TThe period of Constitutional reforms and Congress 

involvement in the reforms along with Constitutional agitation for more rights. 
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Third Period :  1920 to 1935.TWith 1920 the Gandhian era begins. This period is a 
period of non- violent agitation. 

 
Fourth Period :  1935 to 1947. The period of intense agitation and participation in the 

work of the Constituent Assembly. 
 
Fifth Period : 1947 to 1969.TThe period when the Constitution was framed, the 

Congress worked in the Government and the second split in Congress in 1969. 
 
Sixth Period :  1969 to 1978.TThe period of challenges and determination of Congress 

to meet these challenges. 
 
Seventh Period : 1978 to 1985.TThird split in Congress in 1978 and the period of still 

more challenges to Congress Government. 
 
From 1885 to 1915, the Congress was practically dominated by the leaders from 

Bombay. Though Dadabhai Naoroji was not in India throughout this period,  his influence on 
the Congress was supreme. The actual control of the Congress during this period was in the 
hands of Sir Pherozeshah Mehta who was rightly described as Uthe Lion of BombayV. ʪir 
Pherozeshah Mehta died in the year 1915 and the dominance of Bombay over Congress 
practically came to an end. However,  Bombay continued to be the main centre of Congress 
activity though the headquarters of Congress were not in Bombay. 

 
The First Volume of B˼ombay and the History of Indian National Congres˄˽ consists of 

two parts. Part I consists of the passages from the speeches of Congress Presidents who 
came from the city of Bombay. The Second part consists of the speeches of the Presidents of 
the Congress when the sessions were held in the city of Bombay. An appendix to this Part 
gives a list of all sessions of the Congress, the places where they were held, the years in 
which they were held and the persons who presided over those sessions. The Second 
Volume of the History will contain a narrative of the Congress movement in Bombay in 
chronological order. It will also include an account of participation of various sections of the 
society in Bombay in the Congress movement such as students, women, workers, 
journalists, business community, etc I would like to conclude this Introduction with an 
invocation which Rabindranath Tagore recited at the Calcutta Session of the Congress in the 
year 1917 under the Presidentship of Mrs. Annie Beasant. The invocation is as follows :  

 
Thou hast given us to live 
Let us uphold this honour with all our strength and will, 
For Thy glory rests upon the glory that we are. 
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Therefore, in Thy name, we oppose the power 
that would plant its banner upon our soul. 

Let us know that Thy light grow dim in the 
heart that bears its insult of bondage. 

That the life, when it becomes feeble, timidly 
yeilds Thy throne to untruth.  

For weakness is the traitor who betrays our soul. 
Let this be our prayer to TheeT 
Give us power to resist pleasure where it enslave us, 
To lift our sorrow up to Thee as the summer 

holds its midday sun, 
Make us strong that our worship may flower in 

love and bear fruit in work. 
Make us strong that we may not insult the weak and the fallen, 
That we may hold our love high where all things around us are wooing the dust.  
They fight and kill for self- love, giving it Thy name, 
They fight for hunger that thrives on brotherV˄ flesh, 
They fight against Thine anger and die. 
But let us stand firm and suffer with strength 

for the true, for the Good, for the Eternal in man, 
for Thy Kingdom which is in the union of hearts, 
for Thy Freedom which is of the soul. 

Our voyage is begun, Captain, 
We bow to Thee ! 

The storm howls and the waves are wicked and wild, 
but we sail on. 

The menace or danger waits in the way to yield to 
Thee its offering of pain. 

And a voice in the heart of the tempest cries; 
C˼ome to conquer fear!  ˽

Let us not linger to look back for the laggards, or 
benumb the darkening hours with dread and doubt.  

For Thy time is our time and Thy burden is our own 
and life and death are but Thy breath 
playing upon the eternal sea of Life. 

Let us not wear our heart away in picking small 
help and taking slow count of friends. 

Let us know more than all else that Thou art with 
Us and we are Thine for ever.  ˽
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Bombay University Library,  T. K. TOPE 
Bombay.   
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CHAPTER I 
 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
 

Background and Birth 
 
1857 is a significant year in the history of modern India. This ear witnessed two events 

which changed the destiny of India. The first was the revolt of the Army called as ˼ʮar of 
Independence˽ by Barrister V. D. Savarkar and the other was the establishment of three 
Universities at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. The first did not only indicate to the 
Government of the East India Company the growing unrest among the Indians but also 
ultimately resulted  in the winding of the East India Company and taking over its territorial 
possession by the crown in England. The establishment of the Universities resulted in the rise 
of young educated Indian youths who had imbibed the cultural values of the Western 
education and also the liberal spirit of English education. It brought the young Indians in close 
contact with great minds as John Stuart Mill, Spenser and other liberal writers. As a matter of 
fact the words of Lord Macaulay in the House of Commons on July 10, 1833 proved 
prophetic.  Macaulay observedT 

 
T˼he destines of our Indian Empire are covered with thick darkness. It may be that the 

public mind of India may expand under our system: that by good government we may 
educate our subjects into a capacity for a better government, that having become 
instrumental in the European knowledge they may, in some future age demand European 
institutions. Whether such a day would ever come, I know not. But never will I attempt to 
avert or retard it. Whenever it comes, it will be proudest day in English history.˽  (sp eech on 
India Bill 1833). 

 
The darkness referred by Macaulay was felt by Indians even before 1857 and liberal 

minded Indians had started public activities to ventilate their grievances. The establishment of 
the Students Literary Scientific Society on 4 August 1849 opened a new chapter in the history 
of Western India. Dadabhai Naoroji was the moving spirit behind the Society along with 
Jagannath Shankar Shet. [It was difficult in those days to get girl students to come to school. R. P. Masani in his 
biography of Dadabhai remarks as follows:T 

 
When asked by his grandchildren to tell them stories of his early days he (Dadabhai) often narrated to them how when 

he was a college student, he used to go from house to house with a friend to persuade parents and guardians to allow them to 
sit on their varandahs and to teach the three Rs to their girls, how some of them had taken advantage to throw them down the 
steps for making such a preposterous proposa̔ .V (ʩ. ʧ. ʤʲ˄ʲʿʺ Uʛʲʵʲʳʹʲʺ ʥʲˀ˃ˀʻʺV ˁ. 14).]  The work of the schools 
established by the Society was supplemented by Dnyan Prakash Mandal a society for 
promotion of knowledge. The Mandal had Gujarati and Marathi branches. Lectures on various 



 

CONTENTS 

subjects for the general awakening and enlightenment of the adult population were arranged.  
Within a few years, almost every topic of popular science was dealt with accompanied by 
demonstration.  

 
First political association was formed in Bombay on August 26, 1852 at a meeting of 

the citizen of Bombay held in the Elphinstone Institute. The initiative was taken by Dadabhai 
Naoroji and Jagannath Shankar Shet.  The organization was called UBombay AssociationV. [In 
Bengal the British Indian Association was started in 1851. Under this Association Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra and Mr. Ram Gopal 
Ghosh carried on public work for decades. Later on in 1876 the Indian Association was founded. Surendra Nath Bannerji was the 
moving spirit behind this Association and Anand Mohan Bose was the first Secretary. In the South, puclic life was inaugurated by 
˅ʹʶ UʟʺʿʵˆV, ʤʶ˄˄˃˄. ʤ. ʭʶʶ˃ʲ˃ʲʸʹʲˇʲʴʹʲ˃ʺʲ˃, ʩʲʿʸʺʲʹ ʥʲʺʵˊ, ʞ. ʪˆʳ˃ʲʾʲʿʺʲ ʘʺˊʶ˃ ʲʿʵ ʥ. ʪˆʳʳ˃ʲˊ ʧʲʿ˅ʲʽˆ ˈʶ˃ʶ ˄ˀʾʶ ˀʷ ˅ʹʶ 
founders of the Hindy. In Pune, Sarvajanik Sabha sprang at thʁ  ˄ʲʾʶ ˅ʺʾʶ ʲ˄ ˅ʹʶ UʟʺʿʵˆV ʲʿʵ ʤʶ˄˄˃˄ ʢ. ʣ. ʥˆʽʺʼʲ˃ ʲʿʵ ʪ. ʟ. 
Chiplonkar were carrying on its work.]  Dadabhai NaoroJi made his maiden speech on political reform at 
that meeting. It is significant to note the following sentence from his speech.  T˼he real 
grievances that I am aware of are those relative to the state of the Kunbis (Peasants)  in the 
interior and the judicial and ˃ʶˇʶʿˆʶ ˄ˊ˄˅ʶʾ.˽ ʠt shows that the cause of the peasantry 
became dear to men working in political field early as 1852. The work of the Association was 
carried on by men like Sir Mangaldas Nathubhai and Mr. Naoroji Furdunji. The Assciation 
drew up  a petition for submission to the British Parliament for an enlightened system of 
government and admission of Indians to Civil Services. The petition was rediculed by the 
Anglo- Indian Press. However several British friends including John Bright and Joseph Hume 
supported the demands in the petition. Dadabhai also started a journal named URast GoftdarV 
on November 15, 1851 to combat the forces of ignorance and fanaticism. Rast Goftdar means 
UTruth ʫʶʽʽʶ˃V. ʫʹʶ Bombay Association was later superceded by the East lndia Association in 
the Seventies. 

 
The echoes of awakening in Bombay and Calcutta were heard all over India though 

feebly. By 1877 there as many as 475 newspapers mostly in regional languages all over India. 
In 1877 there was a Darbar of Princess held in Delhi at which Surendra Nath Bannerji who had 
ʽʶʷ˅ ˅ʹʶ ʠ.ʚ.ʪ. ʳˊ ˅ʹʲ˅ ˅ʺʾʶ ˈʲ˄ ˁ˃ʶ˄ʶʿ˅. ˼ʠ˅ ʺ˄ ʳʶʽʺʶˇʶʵ ˅ʹʲ˅ ˅ʹʶ ʺʵʶʲ ˀʷ ˀ˃ʸʲʿʺˋʺʿʸ ʲ ˇʲ˄˅ 
political gathering was first conceived by Surendra Nath Bannerji under the inspiration 
furnished by the vast gathering of the Princess and people of India in 1877. By 1877 there was 
a change in the British Administration in India. The reactionary Lord Lytton, the Viceroy of 
India was succeeded by Lord Ripon who introduced a new era in Indian administration. He 
promoted local self- government, repealed the Vernacular Press Act and introduced the Ilbert 
Bill. The object of the Bill was to remove the bar against the Indian Magistrate trying European 
and American offenders. Aʛ˃. ʧʲ˅˅ʲʳʹʺ ʪʺ˅ʲ˃ʲʾʲˊˊʲ Uʫʹʶ ʟʺ˄˅ˀ˃ˊ ˀʷ ˅ʹʶ ʠʿʵʺʲʿ ʥʲ˅ʺˀʿʲʽ ʚˀʿʸ˃ʶ˄˄,V ʭˀʽ. ʠ. (ʟʶʿʴʶʷorth 

˃ʶʷʶ˃˃ʶʵ ˅ˀ ʲ˄ ˅ʹʶ Uʟʺ˄˅ˀ˃ˊ ˀʷ ˅ʹʶ ʚˀʿʸ˃ʶ˄˄V) ˁ. 10.C Thede provisions were resented by the Anglo- Indians 
some of whom entered into conspiracy to overpower the sentries of the Government House 
and to put the Viceroy on board a steamer at Chand Pal Ghat and send him to England via 
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Cape .˽ The original Bill was almost abandoned in 1883 in favour of a bare recognition of the 
principle in case of District Magistrates and Sessions Judges only. [ Ibid. p. 10- 11.] 

 
In 1883, a political conference was hetd at Calcutta. Both  S. N. Bannerji and Anand 

Mohan Ghosh were present at the conference. Bannerji referred to the Delhi assemblage of 
Princess and suggested that the assemblage should be a model for a similar political 
organization intended to espouse the countryVs case. In Madras, the Madras Mahajan Sabha 
was established in 1881 and a political conference was held under its auspices. It is suggested 
that in Madras in December 1884, after the Theosophical convention a private meeting of 
seventeen men was held at which the idea of an all lndia organiadtion was conceived. 

 
Bombay had the distinction of carrying on political activists both in India and in 

England. Dadabhai went to England in 1855. He started in collaboration with W. C. Bannerji 
the London Indian Society with a view to bringing Englishmen and Indians together for 
exchange of views on subjects connected with lndia. Later on, a more broad based society 
was established on December 1, 1866. The name of the society was the East India 
Association. Its membership was thrown open to all. A large number of eminent English 
politicians, statesmen, ex- Governors etc.  became its members. The first President of the 
Association was Lord Lyveden. He was born in Calcutta as his father Robert Smith was the 
Advocate- general of bengal. 

 
It is interesting to note that James Mackintosh, the philosopher- lawyer of Bombay, 

described that the fame of Robert  Smith ˈʲ˄ Ugreater than that of any Pandit  since the days 
of ManuV. Dadabhai became the Secretary of this Association.  He read many paper under its 
auspices. On May 2, 1867, he read a paper on UEnglandV˄ Duties to IndiaV. DadabhaiVs 
approach to Indian problems was very wide. He concentrated on poverty in India and 
unnecessary expenditure incurred by the British Government out of Indian treasury. Sir Arther 
Cotten read a paper on Irrigation on Water Transit in India on June 11, 1867. The paper was a 
severe condemnation of the authorities in India for its apathy towards irrigation. Dadabhai 
himself placed before the Association a note on December 8, 1868 giving a survey of 
devastating famines which periodically affected Indian population.  Dadabhai came to India on 
May 5, 1869 and later founded the Bombay Branch of the East India Association. Dadabhai 
read a paper on Uˁˀˇʶ˃˅ˊ in IndiaV, ʬnder the auspices of this Association in 1876. In February 
1882, Dadabhai published a monthly journal in England callʁ ʵ UThe Voice of IndiaV. Similarly 
another monthly journal corresponding to UPublic OpinionV in England was published in 
Bombay. 

 
An important event in Bombay in 1885 was the establishment of the Bombay 

Presidency Association on 31st January of that year. The founders of the Association were the 
famous trimurti viz. Sir Pherozshah Mehta, K. T. Telang and Badruddin Tyabji. 
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Another organization was formed by Mr. Allan Octavian Hume. It was known as Indian 
National Union. Hume was a member of civil service. He knew the extent of the political 
discontent in the country particularly in the Deccan where agrarian riots took place on 
account of famine. He therefore resolved to open a safety valve for this unrest and the idea of 
a national organisation was conceived. Hume addressed a soul- stirring letter to the graduates 
of the Calcutta University on 1st March 1883 in which he asked for fifty men good and true 
men of unselfishness, moral courage, self- control and active spirit of benevolence. If only fifty 
men, good and true can be found to join as founders, the thing can be established and 
further development will be comparatively easyV. And what was the idea placed before these 
men UA democratic constitution, freedom from personal ambitions and the dictum that Uhe 
that is greatest among you let him be your servantV.  Hume did not mince matters at all but 
frankly told them that Uʠf they cannot remove personal ease and pleasure, then at present at 
any rate all hopes of progress are at an end and India truly neither desires nor deserves any 
better Government that she enjoys [ ibid.  p. 8- 9.] .  

 
HumeVs idea was that this national organisation should concentrate on social 

questions, leaving political questions to the then existing provincial organisations. Hume 
consulted Lord Dufferin the then Viceroy of India. Dufferin did not agree with Hume that the 
proposed organisation should discuss only social questions. Dufferin pointed out, UThere was 
nobody or persons in thia country who performed the functions which Her MajestyVs 
opposition did in England .....it would be very d esirable in their interest as well as the interest 
of the ruled that Indian politicians should meet yearly and point out to the Government in what 
respecls, the administration was defective and how it could be improved [ ibid.  p. 15] . Dufferin 
said ULet them attack the Government and administration.  Let them attock the Revenue Policy 
and let them attack everything. We shall then know their mind and be benefitted by them 
[Shrinivasa Shastri Life & Times of Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, p. 28.  ]  Hume placed both the ideasThis own and 
DufferinVs before his friends and they accepted DufferinVs idea. This is why Lord Dufferin is 
described as a part- father of the Indian National Congress. Hume thereafter proceeded to 
England and consulted among others Lord Ripon. There he started a body which became the 
neclus of the Indinn Parliamentary Committee later and an Indian Telegraph Union. 

 
What were the forces that persuaded Hume to take initiative in establishing an All-

lndia body of the nature of the Indian National Congress ? Following points may be 
considered in this behalf :T 

 
( 1)  Hume personally saw the famine conditions in India and the human tragedy that 

followed the famines It is likely that he was moved by humanitarian spirit. Did he anticipate 
political upheaval as a result of the famine? This question becomes pertinent in view of the 
1857 revolt and attempts in different parts of India at armed revolt. 
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(2)  Lord Lytton had launched Afgan war in 1879 and won a big victory.  Major 
Cavangnari, LyttonV˄ political agent dictated terms of most humilating subsidiary alliance to 
Amir Yakub Khan and moved in Kabul to teach the Afgan a proper lesson. On September 2, 
1879 he called Uʘʽʽ ʮʶʽʽV to Lytton but next day every English- man in Kabul was attacked by 
angry mob of tribals. In 1880 the war proved to be equally costly. Hence in the next generaI 
election in England Disraeli was outsted by the electorate who brought Gladstone back to 
power. Were these incidents also responsible to Some extent in persuading Hume to take the 
initiative? 

 
(3)  Queen VictoriaV˄ Proclamation of 1858 contained the following promiseT 
 

W˼e hold ourselves bound to the nativʶV˄ of our Indian territories by the same 
obligations of duty which bind us to all our other subjects....... ... We declare it to be our 
royal will and pleasure that none be in any- wise favoured, none molested or disquieted,  by 
reason of their religious faith or observances, but that all should be able to enjoy the equal 
and impartial protection of law........... ...  

 
........ .... And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects of whatever race 

or creed, be freely and impartially admitted to offices in our services, the duties of which they 
may be qualified, by their education, ability and integrity duly to discharge. ˽

 
But this promise was not fulfilled. Surendra Nath Bannerji (1848- 1926) had gained 

entry in the Indian Civil Service but was soon required to leave it.  He was also denied 
permission to enter the Bar. He said publicly, UThe personal wrong done lo me was an 
illustration of helpless impotance of our people.V Did Hume and Dufferin see the seeds of 
unrest in this utterance? 

 
Birth of the Congress 

 
First session of the Congress was to be held in Poonn on behalf of the Sarvajanik 

Sabha on Christmas day. However a few days before the Christmas some sparodic cases of 
cholera occurred.  Hence, the venue was shifted to Bombay. Thus, Bombay got the unique 
honour of being the birth place of the Congress. The venue was the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit 
College building, [At presemt there is the Mathuradas Vissanji HallTa public hall managed by a trust for holding public 

functions including wedding receptions.]  at the Gowalia Tank. The Trustee ( Mr. Telang was one of the 
trustees) of the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College and Boarding House placed the whole of 
their fine building at the disposal of the Congress and all was ready by the morning of the 27th 
December 1885 for the reception of the representatives of the lndian Nation.  Bombay 
representative included Dadabhai Naoroji, K. T. Telang (he was also the Secretary of the 
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Reception Committee),  Pherozshah Mehta, D. E. Wacha, B.  M.Malbari and N. G. 
Chandvarkar. 

 
First National Congress met at 12 noon on December 28, 1885 in the hall of the 

Gokuldas Tujpal Sanskrit College. Seventy- two delegates attended the session. The first 
President of the Congress was W. C. Bannerji a lawyer by profession. His name was 
proposed, seconded and supported by A. O. Hume, S. Subramania Aiyer and K. T. Telang 
respectively. [It may be mentioned that Hume asked Lord Dufferin the Viceroy whether the then Govermor of Bombay 
˄ʹˀˆʽʵ ʳʶ ʲ˄ʼʶʵ ˅ˀ ˁ˃ʶ˄ʺʵʶ ˀˇʶ˃ ˅ʹʶ ʷʺ˃˄˅ ˄ʶ˄˄ʺˀʿ. ʛˆʷʷʶ˃ʺʿ ˃ʶˁʽʺʶʵ UʥˀV. ʠ ʵˀ ʿˀ˅ ʽʺʼʶ ˅ʹʲ˅ ˅ʹʶ ʾˀˇʶʾʶʿ˅ ˈʹʺʴʹ ʠ ˈˀˆʽʵ ʽʺʼʶ to be 
entirely unofficial, an of̫ ʺʴʺʲʽ ˄ʹˀˆʽʵ ʳʶ ʲ˄ʼʶʵ ˅ˀ ʳʶ ʲ ʚʹʲʺ˃ʾʲʿV. ʙʲʿʿʶ˃ʻʺ ʾʲʵʶ ʲ ˇʶ˃ˊ ˄ʹˀ˃˅ ˄ˁʶʶʴʹ, ʲʿʵ ʹʶ ʾʲʵʶ ʺ˅ ˄ˀ ˈʶʽʽ ʲʿʵ 
ʺʿ ˄ˆʴʹ ʳˆ˄ʺʿʶ˄˄ ʽʺʼʶ ʙʲʿʿʶ˃ʻʺV˄ ʳ˃ʺʶʷ ʲʿʵ ˅ˀ ˅ʹʶ ˁˀʺʿ˅ ˈʺ˅ʹ ʻˆ˄˅ ˄ˀ ʾʲʿˊ ˈʺ˃ʵ˄ ʲ˄ ˈʶ˃ʶ ˃ʶ˂ˆʺ˃ʶʵ ˅ˀ ʾʲʼʶ ˅ʹʶ ʴʲ˄ʶ ʲʿʵ ʿˀ ʾˀ˃ʶ. 
ʪʹ˃ʺʿʺˇʲ˄ ʪʹʲ˄˅˃ʺ Uʣʺʷʶ ʲʿʵ ʫʺʾʶ˄ ˀʷ ʪʺ˃ ʧʹʶ˃ˀˋ˄ʹʲʹ ʤʶʹ˅ʲV, ˁ. 30).]  Thus, was born the great Institution which 
played most important role in freedom stuggle.  Under its banner quite a few died for the 
motherland. Thousands, courted arrest and imprisonment. Congress fought battles on the 
floor of legislatures also. It participated in Round Toble Conferences in London and a few 
months before gaining independence it started its participation in the Constituent Assembly 
for India. The Congress was mainly instrumental in gaining freedom and giving the country a 
constitution which has been governing the destiny of Indian people for the Iast thirty five 
years. One wonders whether these wise, respected and selfless sons of India and man like A. 
O. Hume who met on 28th December 1885 dreamt that they were going to be pioneers of a 
great and unique revolution not only in the history of lndia but in the history of the world. 

 
The objects of the Indian National Congress as adopted in the first session were as 

under:T 
 
( 1) The promotion of personal intimacy and friendship amongst all the more earnest 

workers in our count˃ˊV˄ cause in the various parts of the Empire. 
 
(2)  The eradication by direct friendly personal intercourse of all possible race, creed 

or provincial prejudices amongst all lovers of our Country and the fuller deevelopment and 
consolidation of these sentiments of national unity that had their origin in our beloved Lord 
RiponV˄ ever memorable reign. 

 
(3)  The authoritative record,  after this has been carefully elicited by the fullest 

discussion of the matured opinion of the educated classes in India on some of the more 
important and pressing social questions of the day. 

 
(4)  The determination of the lines upon and methods by which during the next twelve 

months it is desirable for Native politicians to labour in the public interests. 
 



 

CONTENTS 

The second object is still relevant today as it was in the year 1885. The reference to the 
Lord Ripon as our beloved Lord Ripon was perfectly justified at that time as he was the one 
Viceroy who administered India in a benevolent manner. He was called URipon the Righteou˄ V. 
The Congress session formulated IndiaVs demand and adopted nine resolutions :  

 
( 1)  The first resolution asked for appointment of a Royal Commission to enquire into 

the working of IndiaVs administration. 
 
( 2)  The second resolution asked for the abolition of lndia Council. 
 
( 3)  The third resolution pointed out the defect of the Legislative Council established 

by the Act of 1962(1)  and asked for admission of elected members, for the right of 
interpellation etc.  and for a standing committee in the House of Commons to consider formal 
protests from majorities in the Councils. 

 
( 4) The fourth resolution prayed for simultaneous examination for the I.C.S.  in India 

and in England and for raising the age of the candidates. 
 
( 5) and ( 6)  The fifth and sixth resolutions dealt with Military expenditure. 
 
( 7)  The seventh protested against the annexation of upper Burma and the proposed 

incorporation of it with INDlA. (Burm ah was a part of lndian Empire till 1935).  
 
( 8)  The eighth resolution ordered the sending of the resolution to political 

Associations in India so that they may discuss. 
 
( 9)  The ninth resolution fixed the next congress at Calcutta on 28th December 1886. 
 
The resolutions might appear to be very modest.  However it is to be remembered that 

even the origin of great rivers like Ganga is only a small and modest stream. The main point to 
be noted is that the visionaries who met in 1885 emphasised the need for development of 
sentiments of national unity. For the first time an all India body representing different sections 
of Indian people was created. It is true that the first session did not emphasis social problems 
as it did other problems. Still in course of time, the Congress considered all aspects of Indian 
life. 
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CHAPTER II 
 

THE lNDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND THE 
 

CITY OF BOMBAY 
 

Congress President from Bombay 
 
The city of Bombay which is the birthplace of the lndian National Congress gave to the 

Congress six Presidents from 1885 to 1915. They were :  ( 1)  Shri Dadabhai Naoroji, (2) Sir 
Pherozshah M. Mehta,  (3)  Shri Dinshaw Edulji Wacha, (4) Sh ri Badruddin Tyabji, (5)  Sir 
Rahimtulla M. Sayani, (6) Ju stice Narayan Ganesh Chandavarkar. Out of these, Shri 
Dadabhai Naoroji presided over was the Second session of the Congress which was held at 
Calcutta in the year 1886 (December 27 to 30). In his Presidential address he referred to 
many topics. One of them was the need of social reform. In his brief address he also referred 
to the importance of the Congress, Advantages of British Rule. The Relation between the 
Indians and the Rulers, The Jubilee of Queen- Empress, Lord Dufferin and Public Service 
Commission, Royal Proclamation, Representation in Parliament, Poverty in India, etc.  
Following are some of the important passeges from the speech of Shri Dadabhai Naoroji: 
 
Advantages of British Rule 

 
UWell, then, what is it for which we are now met on this occasion? We have 

assembled to consider questions upon which depends our future, whether glorious or 
inglorious. It is our good fortune that we are under a rule which makes it possible for us to 
meet in this manner. It is under the civilising rule of the Queen and people of England that we 
meet here together, hindered by none, and are freely allowed to speak our minds without the 
least fear and without the least hesitation. Such a thing is possible under British rule and 
Bratish rule onIy. Then I put the question plainly :  Is this Congress a nursery for sedition and 
rebellion against the British Government? ( cries of Uno, noV) ; or is it another stone in the 
foundation of the stability of that Government? (ʴ˃ʺʶ˄ ˀʷ Uʰʶ˄, ˊʶ˄V).  There could be but one 
answer, and that you have already given, because we are thoroughly sensible of the 
numberless blessings conferred upon us, of which the very existence of this Congress is a 
proof in a nutshell. Were it not for these blessings of British rule, I could not have come here, 
as I have done, without the least hesitation and without the least fear that my children might 
be robbed and killed in my absence; nor could you have come from every corner of the land, 
having performed within a few day journeys which in former days would have occupied as 
many months. These simple facts bring home to all of us at once some of those great and 
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numberless blessings which British rule has conferred upon us. But there remain even greater 
blessing for which we have to be grateful. 

 
It is to British rule that we owe the education  we possess; the people of England were 

sincere in the declaration made more than half a century ago that lndia was a sacred charge 
entrusted to their care by Provindence, and that they were bound to administer it for the good 
of India, to the glory of their own name, and the satisfaction of God.  When we have to 
acknowledge so many blessings as flowing from British ruleTand I could descant on them for 
hours,  because it would simply be recounting to you the history of the British empire in 
lndiaTis it possible that an assembly like this, every one of whose members is fully impressed 
with the knowledge of these blessings, could meet for any purpose inamicaI to that rule to 
which we owe so much?  
 
Relation between Ourselves and Our Rulers 

 
Let us speak out like men and proclaim that we are loyal to the backbone; that we 

understand the benefits English rule has conferred upon us; that we thoroughly appreciate 
the education that has been given to us, the new light which has been poured upon us,  
turning us from darkness into light and teaching us the new lesson that kings are made for the 
people, not people for their kings; and this new lesson we have learned amidst the darkness 
of Asiatic despotism only by the light of free English civilisation. But the question is, do the 
Government believe us? Do they believe that we are really loyal to them; that we do truly 
appreciate and rely on British rule; that we veritably desire its permanent continuance; that 
our reuson is satisfied and our sentimental feelings gratified as well as our self- interest? It 
would be a great gratification to us if we could see, in the inauguration of a great movement 
like this Congress, that what we do really mean and desire is thoroughly and truly to 
understood by our rulers. I have the good fortune to be able to place before you testimony 
which cannot be questioned, from which you will see that some at least of the most 
distinguished of our rulers do believe that what we say is sincere; and that we do not want to 
subvert British rule; that our outspoken utterances are as much for their good as for our 
good. They do believe as Lord Ripon said, that what is good for India is good for England. I 
will give you first the testimony as regards the educated clases, which was given 25 years ago 
by Sir Bartle Frere. He possessed an intimate knowledge of the people of this country, and 
with regard to the educated portion of them, he gave this testimony. He said :  

 
UAnd now wherever I do I find the best exponents of the policy of the English 

Government, and the most able co- adjutors in adjusting that policy to the peculiarities of the 
natives of India among the ranks of the educated na˅ʺˇʶ˄.V 
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This much at least is testimony to our sincerity, and strongly corroborates our 
assertion that we, the educated classes, have become the true interpreters and mediators 
between the masses of our countrymen and our rulers. I shall now place before you the 
declaration of the Government of India itself, that they have confidence in the loyalty of the 
whole people, and do appreciate the sentiments of the educated classes in particular.  I will 
read their very words. They say in a despatch addressed to the Secretary of State (8th June, 
1880):  

 
UBut the people of India accept British rule without any need for appeal to arms, 

because we keep the peace and do justice, because we have done and are doing much 
material to the country and the people, and because there is not inside or outside India any 
power that can adequately oocupy our place. 

 
Then they distinctly understand that we do believe the British power to be the only 

power that can, under existing circumstances, really keep the peace and advance our future 
progress. This is testimony as to the feeling of the whole people. But of the educated classes, 
this dispatch says: 

 
UTo the minds of at least the educated among the people of IndiaTand the number is 

rapidly increasingTany idea of the subversion of British power is abhorrent from the 
conscioysness that it must result in the wildest ̡ ʿʲ˃ʴʹˊ ʲʿʵ ʴˀʿʷˆ˄ʺˀʿ.V 

 
We can, therefore, proceed with the utmost serenity and with every confidence that 

our rulers do understand us; that they do understand our motives and give credit to our 
expressions of Ioyalty, and we need not in the least care for any impeachment of disloyalty or 
any charge of harbouring wild ideas of subverting the British power that may be put forth by 
ignorant, irresponsible or ill- disposed individuals or cliques. We can, therefore, quietly, 
calmly and, with entire confidence in our rulers, speak as freely as we please, but of course in 
that spirit of fairness and moderation which becomes wise and honest men, and in the tone 
which every gentleman, every reasonable being, would adopt when urging his rulers to make 
him some concession. Now, although, as I have said, the British Government have done 
much,  very much for us, there is still a great deal more to be done if their noble work is to be 
fitly completed. They say this themselves; they show a desire to do what more may be 
required, and it is for us to ask for whatsoever, after due deliberation, we think that we ought 
to have.  ˽

 
 
 
 



 

CONTENTS 

Congress and Social Reform 
 

It has been asserted that this Congress ought to take up questions of social reform 
and our failure to do this has been urged as a reproach against us. Certainly no member of 
this National Congress is more alive to the necessity of social reform than I am; but, 
Gentlemen, for everything there are proper times, proper circumstances, proper parties and 
proper places; we are met together as a political body to represent to our rulers our political 
aspirations, not to discuss social reforms, and if you blame us for ignoring these, you should 
equally blame the House of Common for not discussing the abstruser problems of 
mathematics or metaphysics. But, besides this, there are here Hindus of every caste, 
amongst whom, even in the same province, customs and social arrangtrnents differ widelyT
there are Mohammedans and Christians of various denominations, Parsis,  Sikhs, Brahmos 
and what notTmen indeed of each and all of those numerous classes which constitute in the 
aggregate the people of India. How can this gathering of all classes discuss the social reforms 
needed in each indidual class? What do any of us know of the internal home life, of the 
customs, traditions, feelings, prejudices of any class but our own? How could a gathering, a 
cosmopolitan gathering like this, discuss to any purpose the reform needed in ony one class? 
Only the members of that class can effectively deal with the reforms therein needed. A 
National Congress must confine itself to questions in which the entire nation has a direct 
participation,  and it must leave the adjustment of social reforms and other class questions to 
class congresses. But it does not follow that, because this national, political body does not 
presume to discuss social reforms, the delegates here present are not just as deeply, nay in 
many cases far more deeply, interested in these questions than in those political questions we 
do discuss, or that those several communities, whom those delegate represent, are not 
doing their utmost to solve those complicated problems on which hinges the practical 
introduction of those refoms. Any man who has eyes and ears open must know what 
struggles towards higher and better things are going on in every community; and it could not 
be otherwise with the noble education we are receiving. Once you begin to think about your 
own actions, your duties and responsibilities to yourself, your neighbours and your nation, 
you cannot avoid looking round and observing much that is wrong amongst you; and we 
know, as a fact, that each community is now doing its best according to its lights, and the 
progress that it has made in education. I need not, I think, particularise. The Mohammedans 
know what is being done by persons of their community to push on the education their 
brethren so much need; the Hindus are everwhere doing what they can to reform those social 
institutions which they think require improvement. There is not one single community here 
represented of which the best and ablest men do not feel that much has to be done to 
improve the social, moral, religious status of their brethren, and in which, as a fact, they are 
not striving to effect gradually those needful improvements; but these are essentially matters 
too delicate for a strangerV˄ handlingTmatters which must be left to the guidance of those 
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who alone fully understand them in all their bearings, and which are wholly unsuited to 
discussion in an n assemblage like this in which all classes are intermingled. 
 
Trust in England 

 
I shall now refer briefly to the work of the former Congress. Since it met last year about 

this time some progress, I am glad to say, has been made, and that is an encouragement 
and a proof that, if we do really ask what is right and reasonable,  we may be sure that sooner 
or later the British Government will actually give what we ask for. We should, therefore, 
persevere, having confidence in the conscience of England and resting assured that the 
English nation will grudge no sacrifice to prove the sincerity of their desire to do whatever is 
just and right. 

 
Our first request at the last Congress was for the constitution of a Royal Commission. 

Unfortunately, the authorities in England have not seen their way to grant a Royal 
Commission. They say it will upset the authorities here; that it will interfere with the prestige 
and control of the Government here. I think that this is a very poor compliment to our rulers on 
this side. If I understand a man like Lord Dufferin of such vast experience in administration, 
knowing, as he does, what it is to rule an Empire, it would be impossible for him to be 
daunted and frightened by a Commission making enquiries here. I think this argument very 
poor one, and we must once more say that to the inhabitants of India, a Parliamentary 
Committee taking evidence in England alone can never be satisfactory for the simple reason 
that what the Committee will learn by the ear will never enable them to understand what they 
ought to see with their eyes, if they are to realise what the evidence of the witnesses really 
means. Still, however, it is so far, satisfactory that, notwithstanding the change of 
Government and the vicissitudes which this poor Parliamentary Committee has undergone, it 
is the intention of Parliament that under any and all circumstances a Committee shall be 
appointed. At the the same time, this Committee in future ties the hands of the authorities 
here to a large extent and prevents us from saying all we do really want.  ˽
 
Royal Proclamation 

 
We next passed through a time of trouble, and the British arms were triumphant.  

When they had completely vanquished all their adversaries,  the English nation came forward, 
animated by the same high and noble resolves, as before, and gave us that glorious 
Proclamation which we should for ever praise in reverence as our Magna Charta, greater even 
than Charter of 1833. I need not repeat that glorious Proclamation now, for it is engraven on 
all your hearts; but it constitutes such a grand and glorious charter of our liberties that I think 
every child, as it begins to gather intelligence and to lipd its mother- tongue, ought to be 
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made to commit it to memory. In that Proclamation, we have again a confirmation of the 
policy of 1833, and something more. In it are embodied the germs of all that we aim at now, of 
all that we can desire hereafter. We have only to go before the Government and the 
Commission now sitting and repeat it, and say that all we want is only what has already been 
granted to us in set terms by that Proclamation and that all we now ask for is, that the great 
and generous concessions therein made to us in words shall actually be made ours by deeds. 
I will not, however,  enter into further details,  for it is a subject on which I should be led into 
speaking for hours, and even then I should fail to convey to you an adequate idea of all that is 
in my heart. I have said enough to show our rulers that our case is complete and has been 
made out by themselves. It is enough for me, therefore, to stop at this point.  
 
Enlargement of Legislative Councils 
 

Another Resolution is the improvement and enlargement of the Legislative Councils, 
and the introduction into them of an elective element, but that is one on which my 
predecessor in the chair has so ably descanted that I do not think I should take up more of 
your time with it. l need only say that in this matter we hope to make further advance, and 
shall try to place before our rulers what we consider a possible scheme for the introduction of 
an elective element into the Legislative Councils. l need not say that if this representation is 
introduced, the greatest benefit will be conferred upon the Government itself, because at 
present whatever Acts they pass that do not quite please us, we, whether rightly or wrongly, 
grumble and grumble against the Government, and the Government only. It is true that we 
have some of our own people in Councils. But we have no right to demand any explanation 
even from them; they are not our representatives, and the Government cannot relieve 
themselves from any dissatisfaction we may feel against any law we donVt like. If our own 
representatives make a mistake and get a law passed, which we do not want, the 
Government at any rate will escape the greater portion of the consequent unpopularity. They 
will say: UHere are your own representatives; we believe that they represented your wishes, 
and we passed the law.V On the other hand, with all the intelligence, all the superior 
knowledge of the English officials, let them come as angels from heaven, it is impossible for 
them to enter into the feelings of the people, and feel as they feel, and enter into their minds. 
It is not any disparagement of them, but in the nature of things it cannot be otherwise. If you 
have therefore your representatives to represent your feelings, you will then have an 
opportunity of getting something which is congenial and satisfactory to yourself; and what will 
be satisfactory to you must also be satisfactory to and good for the Government itself. 
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Representation in Parliametn 
 
This brings me also to the point of representation in Parliament. All the most 

fundamental questions on which hinge the entire form and character of the administration 
here are decided by Parliament. No matter what it is, Legislative Councils or the ServicesT
nothing can be reformed until Parliament moves and enacts modifications of there existing 
Acts. Not one single genuine Indian voice is there in Parliament to tell at least what the native 
view is on any question. This was most forcibly urged upon me by English gentlemen who are 
in Parliament themselves; they said they always felt it to be a great defect in Parliament, that it 
did not contain one single genuine representative of the people of India. 
 
Poverty of India 

 
One of the questions which will be placed before this Congress and will diseussed by 

them, is the deep sympathy which this Congress feels for the poverty of the people. It is often 
understood and thought that, when we struggle for admission into the Services, it is simply to 
gratify the aspirations of the few educated. But if you examine the question thoroughly, you 
will find that this matter of the Public Services will go far to settle the problem oft he poverty of 
the Indian people. One thing I congratulate myself upon. I don't trouble you with any 
testimony about the poverty of lndia. You have the testimony of Sir Evelyn Baring given only a 
couple of years ago, who told us in plain terms that the people of India were extremely poor, 
and also of the present Finance Minister who repeats those words. But amongst the several 
causes which are at the bottom of our sufferings, this one, and that the most important cause 
is beginning to be realised by our rulers, and that is a step of the most hopeful and promising 
kind. In the discussion about the currency, the Secretary of State for India, in a letter to the 
Treasury of the 26th January 1886, makes certain remarks which how that our rulers now 
begjn to understand and try to grapple with the problem; and are not ostrich- like, shutting 
their eyes to it.  I was laughed at when l first mooted the qutstion of the poverty of India, and 
assigned as one of its causes the employment of an expensive foreign agency. But now the 
highest authority emphasizes this view. The Secretary of State, in the letter just referred to, 
said : 

 
UThe position of India in relation to taxation and the sources of the public revenues is 

very peculiar, not merely from the habits of the people and their strong aversion to change, 
which is mor specially exhibited towards new forms of taxation, but likewise from the 
character of the Government, which is in the hands of the foreigners, who hold all the 
principal administrarive offices and form so large a part of the Army. The impatience of new 
taxation which would have to be borne wholly n n consequence of the foreign rule imposed on 
the country, and virtually to meet additions to charges arising outside of the country, would 
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constituie a political danger, the real magnitude of which, it is to be feared, is not at all 
appreciated by persons who have no knowledge of, or concern in, the Government of India, 
but which those responsible for that Government have long regarded ns of the most serious 
order.V 

 
We may be sure that the public conscience of England will ask why the natives of 

lndia, after a hundred years of British rule, are so poor; and as John Bull, in a cartoon in 
punch is represented as doing, will wonder that lndia is beggar when he thought she had a 
mint of money. 

 
IndiaV˄ Fabulous Wealth 

 
Unfortunately, this idea of InʵʺʲV˄ ˈʶʲʽ˅ʹ ʺ˄ utterly delusive, and if a proper system of 

representation in the Council be concerned,  our representatives will then be able to make 
clear to these Councils and to our rulers those causes which are operating to undermine our 
weath and prosperity, and guide the Government to the proper remedies for the greatest of all 
evilsTthe poverty of the masses. All the benefits we have derived from British rule, all the 
noble projects of our Britidh rulers, will go for nothing if after all the country is to continue 
sinking deeper and deeper into the abyss of destitution.  At one time I was denounced as a 
pessimist; but now that we have it on the authority of our rulers themselves that we are very 
poor, it has become the right as well as the duty of this Congress to set forth its convictions 
both as to this widespread destitution and the primary steps need full for its alleviation. 
Nothing is more dear to the heart of EnglandTand I speak from actual knowledgeTthan 
IndiaV˄ welfare; and if we only speak out loud enough, and persistently enough, to reach that 
busy heart. we shall not speak in vain. 

 
Conclusion 

 
There will be Several other questions brought before the Congress at their Committee 

meetings during the next three days, and I am sure from the names of the delegates, as far as 
I am informed, that they will prosecute their deliberations with all possible moderation.  I am 
sure that they will fully appreciate the benefits of the rule under which they live, while the fact 
that our rulers are willing to do whatever we can show them to be necessary for our welfare, 
should be enough to encourage aII in the work. I do not know that I need now detain you with 
any further remarks. You have now some idea of what progress has been made in respect of 
the matters which were discussed last year. I hope we may congratulate ourselves next year 
that we have made further progress in attaining the objects alike of the past yearVs resolutions 
and those we may this year pass. I, for one, am hopeful that if we are only true to ourselves, if 
we only do justice to ourselves and the noble education which has been given to us by our 
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rulers and speak freely, with the freedom of speech which has been granted to us, we may 
fairly expect our Government to listen to us and to grant us our resonable demands. 

 
I will conclude this short address by repeating my sincere thanks to all of you for 

having placed me in this honourable position and by again returning thanks to our Bengal 
brethren on behalf of all the delegates whom they have so cord ally welcomed here.˽  
 

II 
 

Shri Dadabhai presided over the 9th Session of the Indian National Congress held at 
Lahore on December 27 to 30, 1893. In his Presidential address, Shri Dadabhai referred to 
various topics such as Recent Higher Appointments to Indians; Death of Justice Telang; 
Indian Budget Debate; Indian Representation in Parliament; Poverty; lndian Loyalty; Costly 
Army and Civil Service; Costly Indian Administration; Indian Military Expenditure; Separation 
of the Executive and Judicial functions; Currency Question; Fellow Feeling and Common 
Nationality and Moral Force, the True Basis of British Strength in lndia. Following are some of 
the important patsages from his speech :  

 
D˼eath of Justice Telang 

 
It is our melancholy duty to record the loss of one of our greatest patriots,  Justice 

Kashinath Trimbak Telang. It is a heavy loss to lndia; you will all know a high place he held in 
our estimation for his great ability, learning, eloquence, sound judgment,  wise counsel and 
leadership. I have known him and worked with him for many years, and I have not known any 
one more earnest and devoted to the cause of our countryV˄ ˈʶlfare. He was one of the most 
active founders of this Congress, and was its first hard- working Secretary in Bombay. From 
the very first he had taken a warm interest and active part in our work, and even after he 
became a Judge, his sound advice was always at our disposal.  ˽

 
R˼ecent Higher Appointment to Indians 

 
I am glad Mr. Mahadev Govind Ranade is appointed in his place. It does much credit 

indeed to Lord Harris for the selection, and I am  sure Mr. Ranade will prove himself worthy of 
the post.  I have known him long, and his ability and learning are well known. His sound 
judgment and earnest work in various ways have done valuable services to the cause of India. 
I am also much pleased that an Indian, Mr. Pramada Charan Bannerji, succeed Mr. Justice 
Mahmud at Allahabad. 
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l feel thankful to the Local Government and the Indian Government for such 
appointments, and to Lord Kimberley for his sanction of them, among which I may include 
also the decision about the Sanskrit Chair at Madras. I feel the more thankful to Lord 
KimberleyV for I am afraid, and I hope I may be wrong, that there has been a tendency of not 
only not loyally carrying out the rule about situations of Rs. 200 and upwards to be given to 
Indians, but that even such posts as have been already given to them are being snatched 
away from their hands. Lord KimberleyV˄ firmness in not allowing this is therefore so much the 
more worthy of praise and our thankfulness. 

 
Lord Kimberley also took promt action to prevent the retrograde step in connection 

with the Jury systems in Bengal for which Mr. Paul and other friends interested themselves in 
Parliament; and also to prevent the retrograde interference with the Chairmanship of 
Municipalities at the instance of our British Committee in London. I do hope that in the same 
spirit Lord Kimberley will consider our representations about the extension of the Jury ststem. 

 
Indian Budget Debate 

 
Amongst the most important work of the Councils is the Budget.  What is the condition 

of the Budget debate both here and in England? The House of Commons devotes week after 
week for supply of the English Budget, when every item of expenditure is discussed or may 
be altered; and not only that,  but the conduct  of the department during the year is brought 
under review, which becomes an important check to any arbitrary, unjust or illegal action.  But 
what is the lndian Budget debate or procedure?  Here the Financial Statement is made by the 
Finance Minister. Then a week or so after, a few speeches are made to no practical effect, no 
practical motion or resolution, and the whole thing is over. Somewhat similar is the fate of the 
Indian Budget in the House of Commons, with the advantage of proposing any amendments 
and, at least, of having one amendment with practical effect of a division or vote. But there is 
also the important advantage of bringing in any Indian measure or motion in the course of the 
Session in accordance with the rules and orders of the House like any other measure or 
motion. I felt thankful that at the last Budget debate, though there was the usual additional 
agony of the Iast day of the Session, yet there was not also the agony of scanty attendance, 
thanks to the increasing interest in the House in Indian matters and to the friends of India. In 
both places no practical check on any waste, extravagant or unnecessary expenditure. I am 
not at present discussing the merits of such Councils and restriction of powers,  but that such 
matters will require your attention and consideration, that even in this one matter of 
Legislative Councils you have yet to secure Mr. GladstoneVs Ureal living representative voice of 
the peopleV being heard upon every detail of the Government of British India. 
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lndian Representation in Parliament 
 
There is,  however, another important matterTI mean the direct representation from 

India in the Imperial Parliament. As all our Imperial questions and relations between lndia and 
the United Kingdom,  all amendments of Parliamentary Act already passed and existing, or all 
important Acts that may be and can be only passed hereafter in Parliament,  and all our 
ultimate appeals can be settled in Uʧʲrliament alone, it is of extreme importance that there 
should be some reasonable direct representation from India in the House of Commons and 
the representatives may be Indians or Europeans as long as they are the choice directly of 
Indian Constituencies,  just as you have delegates to this Congress of lndians or Europeans. 

 
Central Finsbury has been generous to us; other constituencies may also extend to us 

such generous consideration and help, but it is not fair that we should be left to depend upon  
the generosity of English Constituencies. Under present circumstances we have a right to 
have direct representation.  I hope the time is not very distant when we may successfully 
appeal to Parliament to grant us the true status of British political citizenship. l do not overlook 
that several matters will have to be considered, and I am not at present placing before you a 
cut- and- dry scheme. My only object is to draw your attention to thts vital subject. 

 
But the greatest question before you, the question of all questions, is the poverty of 

India. This will be, I am much afraid, the great future trouble both of the Indian people and of 
the British rulers. It is the rock ahead.  In this matter we are labouring under one great 
disadvantage. This poverty we attribute to the system, and not to the officials who administer 
that system. But unfortunately for us, for themselves and the British people, the officials (with  
clear- sighted exceptions of course)  make the matter personal, and do not consider 
impartially and with calmness of judgemen t this all important subject.  The present Duke of 
Devonshire has well put this state of the official mind, wluch is peculiarly applicable in 
connection with this subject.  He said :  

 
UThe Anglo- lndian, whatever may be his merits, and no doubt they are just, is not a 

person who is distinguished by an exceptionally calm judgment.  ˽
 
Mr. Gladstone also Iately, in the Opium debate remarked :  
 
UThat it was a sad thing to say, but unquestionably it happens not infrequently in 

human affairs, that those who ought from their situation to know the most and the best, yet 
from prejudice and prepossessions knew the least and the worst.V 
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This has been our misfortune with officials.  But there have been and are some 
thoughtful officials who know the truth, like Lord Lawrence and others in the past, and in the 
present times like the latest Finance Ministers, Lord Cromer, Sir Auckland Colvin, and Sir 
David Barbour, who have perceived and stated the terrible truth that British India is extremely 
poor.  Among other officials several have testified to the sad fact in C˼onfidentiaI Reports˽, 
which Government do not publishTand this after a hundred years of the work of these 
officials under the present unnatural system. The system being unnatural, were the officials 
the very angels themselves, or as many Gladstones, they cannot prevent the evils of the 
system and cannot do much good. When Mr. Bayley and I moved for a Royal Commission of 
Inquiry, it was said that I had not produced evidence of poverty, it was not so; but it is difficult 
to make those see who would not see. To every member of the House, I had previously sent 
my papers of all necessary evidence on the annual income and absolute wonts or the people 
of lndia. l do not know whether any of those who opposed us had taken the troubles to read 
this,  and it was unfair to expect that in making out a prima facie case for our motion.  I should 
reiterate, with the necessary waste of some hours of the precious time of the House, all the 
evidence already in their hands.  ˽

 
˼ʩʶ˅ˆ˃ʿ˄ ʮʲʿ˅ʶʵ 

 
You remember my papers on the Poverty of India and I have asked for Returns to 

bring up information to date, so that a fair comparison of the present with the past may 
enable the House to come to a correct judgement.  I am sorry the Government of India refuses 
to make a return of a Note prepared so late as 1881 by Sir David Barbour, upon which the 
then Finance Minister (Lord  Cromer)  based his statement in his speech in 1882 about the 
extreme poverty of the mass of the people. Ido not see why the Government of India should 
refuse. The Note, I am told, is an important document.  Government for its own sake should 
be ready to give it. In 1880, the present Duke of Devonshire, then Secretary of Stete for India, 
readily gave me some statistics and information prepared by Mr. F. Danvers, though I did not 
know of their existence. This enabled me to point out some errors and to explain some points 
which had been misunderstood.  Such information is extremely necessary, not merely for the 
sake of the exceedingly poor masses of the people, but for the very stability of the British 
power itself. 

 
The question of the Poverty of India should be fully raised, grappled with and settled.  

The Government ought to deal boldly and broadly with it.  Let there be n return in detail, 
correctly calculted, made every year of the total annual income of all British India, per head of 
population,  and of the requirements of a labourer to live in working health, and not as a 
starved beast of burden. Unless such complete and accurate inrormation is given every year 
in detail, it is idle and useless to make mere unfounded assertions that India is prospering. 
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It must also be remembered that Lord CromerVs annual average of not more than Rs. 
27 per head is for the whole population, including thr rich and all classes, and not what the 
great mass of the population can or do actually get. Out of the total annual income of British 
India,  all that portion must be deducted which belongs to European Planters,  Manufacturers 
and Mineowners, and not to the people of British India, excepting the poor wages they 
receive, to drudge to give away their own countryV˄ welath, to the benefit of a foreign people. 
Another portion is enjoyed in and carried out from the country on a far larger share per head 
by many who are not the children of the soilT  official and non- official. Then the upper and 
middle classes of the Indians themselves receive much more than their average share. The 
great mass of the poor people therefore have a much lower average than even the wretched 
Unot more than Rs. 27V per head. 

 
You know that I had calculated the average of the income as being Rs. 20 per head 

per annum, and when Lord CormerVs statement of Rs. 27 appeared, I requested him to give 
me his calculations but he refused. However, Rs. 20 or Unot more than Rs. 27˽  T how 
wretched is the condition of a country of such income, after a hundred years of the most 
costly administration, and can such a thing last? 

 
It is remarkable that there is no phase of the Indian problem which clear- headed and 

fair- minded AngloTIndian have not already seen and indicated. More than a hundred years 
ago, in 1787, Sir John Shore wrote these remarkable,  far- seeing and prophetic words :  

 
Uʮʹʲ˅ʶˇʶ˃ allowance we may make for the increased industry of the subjects of the 

State, owing to the enhanced demand for the produce of it (supposing the demand to be 
enhanced),  there is reason to conclude that the benefits are more than counter- balanced by 
evils in- separable from the system of a remote foreign dominion .V 

 
And these words of prophecy are true to the present dny. I pass over what has been 

said by other European officials at different times during the hundred years. I come to 1886, 
and there is a curious and complete response after a hundred years by the Secretary of State 
for India. In a Despatch ( 26th January, 1886) to the Treasury, he makes  a significant 
admission about the consequences of the character of the Government of the foreign rule of 
Britain, He says : 

 
UThe position of India in relation to taxation and the sources of the public revenues is 

very peculiar, not merely from the habits of the people and their strong aversion to change 
which is more specially exhibited to new forms of taxation, but likewise from the character of 
the Government, which is in the hands of foreigners, who hold all the principal administrative 
offices and form so large a part of the Army. The imposition of new taxation which would have 
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to be borne wholly as a consequence of the foreign rule imposed on the country and virtually 
to meet additions to charges arising outside of the cuntry would constiture a political danger, 
the real magnitude of which, it is to be feared, is not at all appreciated by persons who have 
no knowledges of or concern in the Government of India, but which those responsible for that 
Government have long regarded as of the most serious order.V 

 
What a strange confirmation, fulfilment and explanation of the very reason of the 

prophecy of a hundred years ago, and admission now that because the character of the 
present Government is such that UIt is in the hands of the foreigners who hold all the principal 
administrative offices and form so large a part of the Army,V the consequence of it is a 
Upolitical angerV, the real magnitude of which it is Uof the most serious orderV. 

 
Need I, after this declaration even, despair that some of our Anglo- Indian friends 

would not take a lesson from the Secretary of State and understand the evil of the system 
under which India is suffering? Have I ever said anything clearer or stronger than this 
despatch has done? It gives my whole fear of the future perils to the people of India, and 
political danger to the British power, in a nutshell. This shows that some of our Anglo- Indian 
authorities have not been, nor are, so dull and blind as not to have seen before or see now 
the whole peril of the position, and the un­natural and suicidal symtem of administration. 

 
Yes, figures are quoted by some of what they call Uincrease of tradeV, Ubalance of trade 

in favour of IndiaV, Uincrease of industryV, Uhoarding of treasure in British IndiaV, etc., etc.;  but 
our misfortune is that these people, with bias and prejudices and prepossessions, and 
apparently having not very clear ideas of the principles, processes, and details of commercial 
and banking operations and transactions, and of the perturbations of what Sir John Shore 
called Uthe evils of a distant foreign dominionV, are not able to uderstand and read aright these 
facts and figures of the commercial and economic conditions of British India. These people do 
not realize or seem to understand that what are called Uthe trade returns of British IndiaV are 
misleading, and are not the trade returns of British India. A good portion of both the imports 
and exports of both merchandise and treasure belong to the Native States and to countries 
beyond the borders, and not to British India. A separate return must be made of the imports 
and exports of the non- British India may be given by itself and then there should be some 
statement of the exports which are not trade exports at all, but only political and private 
European remittances and then, only will it be seen how wretched this British Indian true trade 
is, and how fallacious and misleading the present returns are. A return is made every year 
called, ˼The Material and Moral Progress of India˽. ʙut that part regarding M˼aterial 
Progress",  to which I am confining my observations, is very imperfect and misleading. As I 
have already said, nothing short of a return every year of the average annual income per head 
of population of Britsh India, and of the absolute necessaries of life for a healthy labourer, in 
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detailed calculation can give any correct idea of the progress or otherwise of the material 
condition of the people of British India. I ask for Udetailed calculationV in the returns, because 
some of the officials seem to have rather vague notions of the Arithmetic of Averages, and 
though the foundation figures may be correct, they bring out results far from truth.  I have 
pointed out this with instances in my papers. I have communicated with the Secretary of 
State for India, and he has communicated with the Government of India. But I do not know 
how far this correction has been attended to by those who calculate avernges. 

 
What is grievous is thul the present unnatural syatem as predicted by Sir John Shore, 

is destructive to us, with a partial benefit to the United Kingdom with our curse upon it. But 
were a natural system to prevail, the commercial and industrial benefits aided by perfect free-
trade that exists between India and the United Kingdom will be to both countries of an extent 
of which we can at present form no conception.  

 
But here is an inexhaustible market of 221,000,000 of their own civilised fellow- citizens 

with some 66,000,000 more of the people of the Native States, and what a great trade would 
arise with such an enormous market, and the United Kingdom would not far a long time hear 
anything about her UunemployʶʵV. It i only some people of the United Kingdom of the higher 
classes that at present draw all the benefit from lndia. The great mass of the people do not 
derive that benefit from the connection with India which they ought to get with benefit to both 
countries. On the other hand it is with the Native States that there is some comparatively 
decent trade. With British Indin, as compared with its population, the trade of the United 
Kingdom is wretched indeed after a century of a very costly administration paid for by the 
poverty stricken royts. 

 
Truly has Macaulay said emphatically :  
 
UTo trade with civilised man is infinitely more profitable than to govern savages; that 

would indeed be a doing wisdom, which, in order that India might remain a dependency, 
would make it a useless and costly dependency which would keep a hundred millions (now 
really 221,000,000) of men from being our customers in order that they might continue to be 
our slaves.V 

 
˼ʪhould this doting wisom continue? 

 
It is impossible for me to explain in this address all the misapprehensions. I have 

already explained my views as fully as possible in my papers. These views were at first 
ridiculed and pooh- poohed till the highest financial authorities, the latest Finance Ministers 
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themselves, admitted the extreme poverty of lndia. Lord Cromer summed up the situation in 
these remarkable words in 1882. 

 
UIt has been claculated that the average income per head of population in lndia is not 

more than Rs. 27 a year. In England the average income per year per head of population was 
Pound Sterling 33; in France it was Pound Sterling 23; in Turkey, which was the poorest 
country in Europe, it was Pound Sterling 4 a head.V 

 
Comment is unnecessary. Let us and the Government not live in a foolV˄ paradise. Or 

time may bring disasters to both when it is too late to stop them. Thls poverty is the greatest 
danger both to us and the rulers. In what shapes and varieties of forms the disease of poverty 
may attack the body- politic, and bring out and aggravate other evils, it is difficult to tell or 
foresee, but that there is danger of Umost serious orderV, ʲ˄ the Secretary or State declares, 
nobody can deny.  ˽

 
l˼ndian Loyalty 

 
We, the Congress, are only desirous of supporting Government, and having this 

important matter of poverty grappled with and settled, we are anxious to prevent Uthe political 
dangerV of the Umost serious orderV, declared to exist by the Secretary of State himself. We 
desire that the British connection should endure for a long time to come for the sake of our 
material and political elevation among the civilised nations of the world. It is no pleasure or 
profit to us to complain unnecessarily or wantonly about this poverty.  ˽

 
C˼ostly Army and Civil Sevices 

 
The next subject to which I desire to draw your attention is this.  We have large costly 

European Army and European Civil Services. It is not to be supposed that in these remarks I 
accept the necessity for them. I take at present the situation as it is. I now submit to the calm 
consideration of the British people and Government these questions. Is all this European 
service entirely for the sole benefit of lndia? Has the United Kingdom no interest or benefit in  
it?  Does not the greatness of,  and the greatest benefit to, the  United Kingdom arise from its 
connection with India? Should not the cost of such greatness and great benefits be shared by 
the United Kingdom in proport ion of its means and benefit? Are not the European services 
especially imposed upon us on the clearly admitted and declared ground of maintaining the 
British power? Let us see what our rulers themselves say.˽  
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British Views on the Costly lndian Administration 
 

Lord Beaconsfield said : 
 
UWe had to decide what was the best step to counteract the efforts Russia was then 

making, for though war had not been declared, her movements had commenced in Central 
Asia, and the struggle has commenced which was to decide for ever which power should 
possess the great gates of India, and that the real question at issue was whether England 
should possess the gates of her own great Empire in India, and whether the time had not 
arrived when we could no longer delay that the problem should be solved and in a manner as 
it has been soleved by Her MajestyVs Govʶ˃ʿʾʶʿ˅V. Again he says :  

 
UWe resolved that the time has come when this country should acquire the complete 

command and possession of the gates of the Indian Empire. Let me at least believe that the 
Pears of England are still determined to uphold not only the Empire but the honour of this 
country.V 

 
Can any words; be more emphatic show the vast and most vitaI stakes, honour and 

interests of the United Kingdom? 
 

Lord Kimberley, the Secretary of State for India, tell us : 
 
Uʮʶ are resolutely determined to maintain our supremacy over our Indian Empire 

........  that among other things, he say˄ , Uthat supremacy rests also upon the maintenance of 
our European Civil ServiceV, that we rest upon the magnificent European Force which we 
maintain in that country.V 

 
This again is another emphatic declaration of the vast stakes and interests of the 

United Kigndom for which the European are maintained entirely at our expenses. 
 

I shall  give one more authority only : 
 
USee what a man like Lord Reverts, the symbol of physical fore admits. He says to the 

London Chamber of Commerce :  UI rejoice to learn that you recognise how indissolubly the 
prosperity of the United Kigndom is bound up with the retention of that vast Eastern Empire.  ˽

 
And again he says at Glasgow :  
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UThat the retention of our Eastern Empire is essential to the greatness and prosperity 
of the United Kingdom.V 

 
Now, I ask again, that with all such deep, vast and great interest, and the greatness 

and prosperity of the United Kingdom, essentially depending on the Eastern Empire and 
indissolubly bound up with it; is it reasonable, is it just and fair, is it British that all the cost of 
such greatness, glory, and prosperity of the United Kingdom should be entirely to the Iast 
farthing, thrown upon the wretched Indians, and if the only relations existing between the 
United Kingdom and India were not of mutual benefit, but of mere masters and slaves as 
Macaulay pointed out to be deprecated.  

 
Indian Military Expenditure 

 
There is a strange general misapprehension among the people of the United Kingdom. 

They do not know that they have not spent a single shilling in the formation of British Indian 
Empire or in its maintenance, all money coming from Indians, with the only exemption in my 
knowledge that Mr. Gladstone with his sense of justice allowed Pound Sterling 5,000,000 
towards the last Afghan War, which, without having any voice in it, cost India Pound Sterling 
21,000,000. I cannot blame the people of the Kingdom generally for this mistake, when well 
informed papers give utterances to this most unfortunate fallacy. As for instance a paper like 
the Statist, in the extract which my friend Mr. Dinshaw E. Wacha gave you last year, says :  
UWhatever may happen, we must defend India to our last shilling and our last manV, ˈhile the 
fact is that they have not spent even their tirst shilling or any shilling at all but on the contrary 
derived benefits in vnrious ways from India of millions on millions every year. Nor have the 
fighters in creating and maintaining the BRITISH Indian Empire been only the British soldier to 
Uthe last manV. Indian soldiers have done the main work, and if India can be made prosperous 
and contended as it can be by true statesmanship, the Indian soldier will be ready to fight to 
Uthe last manV to defend British power. 

 
Britain in fact cannot send to India Uto its last man.V The very idea is absurd; on the 

contrary she can draw from India for her European purpose in inexhaustible strength.  
 
Again, the Statist says :  UWe are at this moment spending large sums of money in 

preparing against a Russian  attack.V ʥot a farthing of the British money? Every farthing of 
these Ularge suʾ˄V, ˈhich are crushing us, is UimposedV upon the people of British India. Such 
misleading statements are often made in the English press to our great injury. 

 
I repeat,  then, that we must submit to the just consideration of the British people and 

Parliament whether it i just and right that they should not pay a fair share, according to their 
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stakes and means, towards all such expenditure as is incurred for the benefit of both India 
and the United Kingdom, such expenditure, and the respective share of each, being settled 
on a peace footing, any extraordinary expenditure against any foreign invasion being also 
further fairly shared.  

 
Before closing this subject, I may just remark that while leaving necessarily the highest 

offices of power and control, such as Viceroys and Governors to Europeans, I regard the 
enormous European Services as a great politica l and imperial weakness, in critical political 
times to the British power, as well as the cause, as the present Duke of Devonshire pointed 
out, of the insufficiency of an efficient administration of the country; and also the main cause 
of the evils foretold by Sir John Shore, and admitted by the Secretary of State for India, after a 
hundred years, as a political danger of ˼ʲ most serious order˽ and of the poverty of India. 

 
˼ʪeparation of Executive Judicial Functions 

 
Passing on to the other subjects,  I hope the separation of Executive and Judicial 

functions will receive attention as its necessity has been recognised. We have to persevere for 
this as well as for other parts of our progremme, bearing in mind one reat difliculty we have to 
contend  with.  Unfortunately the Indian authorities when they determine to do or not to do a 
thing under the notoin of preserving prestige and strength,  as if any false prestige can be a 
strength,  disregard even Resolutions or Acts of Parliament itself, and resort to every device to 
carry their own point of view. We cannot expect Parliament to watch lndian affairs from day to 
day, and therein lies the impunity and immunity of the Indian administration.  

 
I shall refer to only two instances :  First the case of the misleadingly called Uthe 

Statutory ServiceV, and what in reality was created out of, and as a part and parcel of the 
Covenanted Civil Service. I can speak with some authority,  for I was the very proposer of the 
Memorial of the East India Association to Sir Stafford Northcote which resulted in the Clause 
of the Act of 1870. But the Indian authorities would not have it. They moved heaven and earth 
to thwart it;  it is a long and a sad story for the good name of Britain, and they never rested till 
they made the Statute a dead letter, though it still stands on the Statute Book of the Imperial 
Parliament. However,  I hear with pleasure, and I hope it is ture, that a disposition has arisen, 
for which I understand Lord Kimberley is to be thanked,  to redress this glaring and 
unfortunate wrongTunfortunate, for British prestige, for British honour and British good faith, 
and I do hope that the Government would do this redress ungrudgingly, with good grace, 
completeness and generosity, This instance illustrates another unfortunate phase of the 
administration.  ˽
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The Currency Question 
 
On the currency question I need not dwell much.  My views are known to you. Now 

that the Sherman Law is repealed by the United States, we may hope to see a settled 
condition in time. No amount of currency, jugglery or devices in this country could have any 
influence (except  that of creating troubles in the country itself, as has happened)  on the loss 
in the remittances to England for home charges which must be paid in gold, and will fluctuate 
with the rise of full or gold in the United Kingdom. As if this crushing loss was not enough for 
the wretched taxpayers, further burdens were laid to make things agreeable and comfortable 
with other peopleV˄ money, as Lord Kimberley would say, of high exchange to the European 
officials, and the further most unwarranted payment of Pound Sterling 138,000 to the banks, 
with whose transactions in profits or loss the taxpayer has no connection whatever. Some 
strange precedents are made in this matter to silence opposition and to support banks at the 
expense of the taxpayers, which will lead to serious troubles in future. Should not the 
millowners and other concerns also claim compensation for the dislocation of their industry or 
transactions by the currency action of the Government, as Government itself admits to have 
caused such dislocation? Would the British Exchequer have paid any such money to the 
British banks? Such a thing would never have been thought of. The utmost that is done in any 
crisis is allowing the Bank of England to issue more notes under strong restricactions. Had 
the banks mode profits instead of loss, would they have handed them to the taxpayers? Then 
it would have been called the reward of shrewdness, foresight, enterprise, etc.,  etc.  

 
The whole currency troubles from which India is suffering and which are so peculiear 

to India and so deplorable to the lndian taxpayers,  and from which no other silver- using 
country suffers, is one of the best illustrations and object­l essons, and proof of the 
soundness of Sir John ShoreVs prophecy about the evil consequences of the present 
unnatural system of remote foreign dominion, or as the Secretary of State called the danger of 
Ua most serious order.V 

 
The currency muddle will necessitate new taxation. The usual easy and unchecked 

resource of putting off the evil day by borrowing is already resorted to, and in the spirit of 
keeping things agreeable and comfortable to those who have votes in Parliament, there is 
danger of increase in the salt tax. I do hope that Government will have some moral courage 
and some mercy upon the wretched tax- payer, and reduce even the salt tax by reimposing 
the cotton duties. Not that by this means India will be saved a pie from the addition of 
burdens, but that a little better able shoulders will have to bear them, or, as Lord Salisbury 
once cooly put it,  that as India must be bled, the lancet should be directed to the parts where 
there waw at least sufficient blood not to those which are already feeble from the want of it.  
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Fellow- Feeling and Common Nationality 
 
Anyone who has watched my public carrer must have seen that my main underlying 

principle and the desire of my heart is to promote, as far as I can, good fellow- feeling among 
all my countrymen. And I have no doubt that all the educated and thinking men and all true 
friends of our own country will continue to do all that lies in their power to bring about stronger 
and stronger friendly ties of common nationality, fellow- feeling and due deference to each 
otherVs views and feelings amongst the whole people of our country.  

 
Government must be firm and just in case of any unfortunate differences; as far as 

Government are concerned their duty is clearly to put down with a strong hand any 
lawlessness or disturbance of the peace, no matter who the parties concerned may be. They 
can only stand, as they ought, on the only sure and right foundation of evenhanded justice to 
all, and cannot allow anyone to take the law into his now hands; the only wise policy is to 
adhere to their declared policy of strict neutrality and equal protection and justice to all 
creeds. 

 
I was much pleased to read in the papers that cordial conference had been held 

between Mohammedans and Hindus in various places to devise means to prevent any 
deplorable occurrences happening in the future. 

 
Looking back to the past as my own personal experience of my life, and as far back as 

I know of earlier days, at least on my side of India, I feel a congratulation that all associations 
and societies of members of all creeds have worked together in harmoney and union, without 
any consideration of class or creed in all matters concerning our common national public and 
political interests. No doubt, latterly, even in such common matters,  differences of views have 
arisen and will arise, but such differences of views, when genuine, are healthy, just as in the 
case in the United Kingdom itself with its two political parties. 

 
What makes me still more gratified and look forward hopefully in the future is that our 

Congress has not only worked so far in the union and concord of all classes and creeds but 
has taken care to provide that such harmony should continue in the future. As early as in the 
Congress at Allahabad of 1888 you passed this Resolution (XIII)  :  UThat no subject shall be 
passed for discussion by the Subject  Committee, or allowed to be discussed at any 
Congress by the President thereof, to the introduction of which the Hindu or Mohammedan 
delegates as a body object unanimously or nearly unanimously; and that if, after the 
discussion of any subject which has been admitted for discussion, it shall appear that all the 
Hindu or all the Muslim delegates as a obdy are unanimously or nearly unanimously opposed 
to the Resolution which it is proposed to pass thereon. uch Resolution shall be dropped: 
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provided that this rule shall refer only to subjects in regard to which the Congress has not 
already definitely pronounced an opinion. 

 
As l have already said, the highest wish of my heart is that all the people of India 

should regard and treat each other as fellow countrymen, with fellow- feeling for the good of 
all. 

 
Interest of all Indians are ldentical 

 
We may, l am convinced, rest fully assured that whatever political or national benefit 

we may acquire will in one or other way benefit all calsses, the benefit of each taking various 
forms. The interests of us all are tho same. We are all in the same boat. We must sink or swim 
together.  Government cannot but treat us all alike. It is unreasonable for us to expect from 
them, and unjust and unwise for them to show, any undue favour to any particular class or 
community. The only solid foundation for them is justice and impartiality,  and the only just 
demand from us also can only be justice and impartiality. 

 
Prosperous Country is Good for all 

 
If the country is prosperous, then if one gets scope in one walk of life, another will 

have in another walk of life. As our Indian saying goes :  UIf there is water in the well it will come 
to the cistern. Uʠf we have the weII of prosperity we shall be able to draw each our share from 
it.  But if the well is dry we must all go without any at all. 

 
Moral ForceTThe True Basis of British Strength in lndia 

 
A word for the basis on which the strength of British power stands. Britain can hold 

India, or any one country can hold another. by moral force only. You can build up an empire 
by arms or ephemeral brute physical force, but you can preserve it by the eternal moral forces 
only. Brute force will, some time or other, break down;  righteousness alone is everlasting. 
Well and truly has Lord Ripon said that the British power and influence rests upon the 
conviction of our good faith more than upon the valour of our soldiers or the reputation of our 
arms.V Mr. Gladstone says :  UIt is the predominance of that moral force for which I heartily 
pray in the deliberations of this House and the conduct of our whole public policy, for I am 
convinced that upon that predominance depends that which should be the first object of all 
our desires, as it is of all our daily official prayers, namely, that union of heart and sentiment 
which constitutes the truest basis of strength at home, and therefore, both of strength and 
good fame throughout the civilized world.V 
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And here is a remarkable instance cited by Mr. Gladstone of a people of a different 
race becoming attached even to the much despised Turkish rule. How much more will the 
people of India, if contented and prosperous, become attached to the rule of such a people 
as the British? Referring to Lebanon, Mr. Gladstone said :  UOwing to the wise efforts of Lord 
Dufferin and others about thirty years ago local management was established, since which 
the province has become contented and attached to the Turkish empire.V 

 
Lord Roberts, the apostle of British strong arm to maintain British power, and though 

much imbued with many of the prejudices against the progress of the Indians, as a true 
soldier admits without hesitation what he considers a the only solid foundation upon which 
British strength must for ever rest.  He says :  B˼ut however efficient and well equipped the 
army of India may be, were it indeed absolute perfection and were its numbers considerably 
more than they are at present, our greatest strength must ever rest on the firm base of a 
united and contented ʠʿʵʺʲ.˽ 

 
Truer and more statesmanlike words could not be uttered. Permit me to give one 

more extract.  Mr. Gladstone, referring to Irish Home Rule said :  T˼here can be no nobler 
spectacle than that which we think is now drowing upon us,  the spectacle of a nation 
deliberately set on the removal of injustice, deliberately determined to break, not through 
terror and not in haste, but under the sole influence of duty and honour, determined to break 
with whatever remains still existing of an evil tradition,  und determined in that way at once to 
pay a debt of justice and to consult by a bold, wise, and good act its own interest and its own 
honour.  ˽

 
Am I at all unreasonable in hoping that such noble statesmanship, honour, and good 

faith of the Brirish people will, in fulness of time, also extend to India similar justice? I shall 
hope as long as ʠ ʽʺˇʶ.˽ 

 
Indians above Everything 

 
Let us always remember that we are all children of our mother country. Indeed., I have 

never worked in any other spirit than that I am an Indian, and owe duty to my country and all 
my countrymen. Whether I am a Hindu, a Mohammedan, a Parsi, a Christian, or any other 
creed, I am above all an Indian. Our country is India; our nationality is Indian.  ˽

 
Self- sacrificeTExample of British People 

 
I desire now to impress upon my countrymen with all the earnestness l am capable of 

to prepare themselves for sacrifices. We observe every day what sacrifices the British people 
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make for attaining any object, great or small, and how persistently they stick to it; and among 
the lessons which we are learning from them let us learn this particular one, wirh the double 
advantage and effect of showing that Indians have public spirit and love of their country, and 
also proving that they are earnest in what they are asking.  ˽

 
Our Fate and Our Future 

 
Our fate and our future are in our own hands. If we are true to ourselves and to our 

country and make all the necessary sacrifices for our elevation and amelioration, I, for one 
have not the shadow of a doubt that in dealing such justice- ioving, fair- minded people as the 
British, we may rest fully assured that we shall not work in vain. It is this conviction which has 
supported me against all difficulties. I have never faltered in my faith in the British character 
and have always believed that the time will come when the sentiment of the British nation and 
our Gracious Sovereign proclaimed to us in our Great Charter of the Proclamation of 1858 will 
be realized,viz. UIn their prosperity will be our strength, in their contentment our best reward.V 
And let us join in the prayer that followed this hopeful declaration of our Sovereign :  Uʤy the 
God of all power grant to us and to those in authority under us strength to carry out these our 
wishes for the good of our people.V 

 
My Iast prayer and exhortation to the Congress and to all my countrymen is- Go- on 

united and earnest, in concord and harmony, with moderation, with loyalty to the British rule 
and patriotism towards our country,  and success is sure to attend our efforts for our just 
demands, and the day I hope is not distant when the world will see the noblest spectacle of a 
great nation like the British holding out the hand of true fellowcitizenship and of justice to the 
vast mass of humanity of this great and acient land of India with benefits and blessing to the 
human race.  ˽
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CHAPTER Ill 
 

The Demand of Swaraja 
 
Shri Dadabhai presided for the last time over the 22nd Session of the Indian National 

Congress held at Calcutta from December 26 to 29, 1906. His Presidential speech was one of 
the most important speeches delivered by Presidents of lndian National Congress. He 
referred to various topics in his speech. Following is the full text of the speech of Shri 
Dadabhai Naoroji :  

 
˼ʠ thank you most sincerely for honouring me for the third time with the Presidentship 

of the Indian National Congress. I hope I shall have your cordial help and support.  
 
I may here express my deep sorrow at the loss India has suffered in the deaths of Mr. 

W. C. Bonnerjee, Justice Badruddin Tyabji, Mr. Anand Mohan Bose and Mr. Veeraraghava 
Chariar. 

 
I offer my sincere thanks to the UParliament Branch of the United lrish League,V the 

Breakfast Meeting, the North Lambeth Liberal and Radical Club and the National Demecratic 
League for their enthusiastic and cordiaI godspeed to me. 

 
This is the first Congress after its having come of age. lt is time that we should 

carefully consider what the position of the Indians is at present and what their future should 
be. 

 
In considering this important matter I do not intend to repeat my lamentations over the 

past.  I want only to look to the future. 
 
The work of the Congress consists of two parts :  
 
First and most important is the question of the policy and principles of the system of 

Government under which India ought to be governed in the future. 
 
Second is to watch the operation of the administration as it now exists,  to propose 

from time to time any reforms and changes that may be deemed necessary to be made in the 
various departments, till the present system of government is radically altered and based 
upon right principle and policy in the accomplishment of the first part mentioned above. 
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I desire to devote my address mainly to the first part of the work of the Congress, viz., 
the policy and principles which ought to govern India in future. 

 
What position do the Indian hold in the British Empire? Are they British citizens or not 

is my first question? I say we are British citizens and are entitled to and claim all British 
citiˋʶʿV˄ rights. I shall first lay before you my reasons for claiming that we are British citizens. 

 
Reason I. The Birthright 

 
The acknowledgement of this birthright was declared on the very first occasion when 

England obtained the very first territorial and sovereign possession in India. The British 
statesmen of the day at once acted upon the fundamental basis of the British Constitution 
and character that anyone who came howsoever and wheresoever, Under the British flag was 
a free British citizens as Uif born and living in England.V 

 
The fundamental basis in the words of the present Prime Minister is :  UFreedom is the 

very breath of our life....  We stand for liberty,  our policy is the policy of freedom.V In the words 
of Mr. Morley :  UYes, gentlemen, the sacred word UfreeV ˈhich represents as Englishmen have 
always thought until today, the noblest aspiration that can animate the breast of man.V This 
brithright to be Uf˃ʶʶV or to have freedom is our right from the very beginning of our connection 
with England we came under the British flag.  

 
When Bombay was acquired as the very first territorial possession; the government of 

the day in the very first grant of territorial rights to the East India Company declared thus :  
 
(Extract  from thʶ G˼rant to the First East India Company of the lsland of Bombay˽ 

dated 27th March 1669).  
 
UAnd it is declared that all persons being His MajestyV˄ subjects inhabiting within the 

said lsland and their children and their posterity born within the limits thereof shall be deemed 
free denizens and natural subjects as if living and born in England.V 

 
And further all the terms of the first grant are extended in it to all future British territorial 

acquisitions. Thus,  is the claim of Indians to be UfreeV and to all the rights of British natural 
subjects as Uif living and born in EnglandV are distinctly acknowledged and declared from the 
very first political connection with England. 

 
Having given the declaration made some two and a half centuries back in the 17th 

century that the moment we Indians came under the British flag ˈʶ ˈʶ˃ʶ UfreeV citizens I next 
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give you what two of the prominent statemen of this, the 20th century have said. When the 
Boers were defeated and subjugated and came under the British flag. the present Prime 
Minister said (14th June 1901) :  

 
UThese people with whom we are dealing are not only going to be our fellow- citizens, 

they are our fellowcitizens already.V 
 
Sir William Harcourt at the same time said :  UThis is the way in which you propose to 

deal with your fellow- citizens.V 
 
Thus the moment a people came under the British flag they are UfreeV and British 

Ufellow- citizens.V We Indians have been free British citizens as our birthright, as Uif, born and 
living in EnglandV from the first moment we came under the British flag. 

 
The Boer war cost British more than two hundred millions and 20,000 dead, and 

20,000 wounded.  India, on the other hand, has enriched Britain instead of costing anythingT
and the blood that was shed was largely Indian bloodTand yet this is a strange contrast. The 
Boers have already obtained self- government in a few years after conquest, while India has 
not yet received self- government though it is more than 200 years from the commencement 
of the political connection. 

 
All honour and glory to the British instincts and principles and to the British statesmen 

of the 17th century. The Liberals of the present day and the Liberal Government have every 
rights to be proud of those Uold principlesV, and now that a happy and blessed revival of those 
sacred old principles has taken place, the present government ought fairly to be expected to 
act upon those old principles, and to acknowledge and give effect to the birthright of Indians 
as Uif living and born in England.V England is bound to do this. Our British rights are beyond all 
question. Every British Indian subject has franchise in England as a matter of course, and 
even to become a Member of Parliament. Nobody in England dreams of objecting to it Once 
in my case, from party motives, an objection was sggested to entering my name on the 
register as an elector, and the revising barrister at once brushed aside the objection for, that 
as an Indian, I was a British citizen. 

 
Reason II : Pledged Rights 

 
The grant to the first East India Company cited in Reason I is both a declaration of the 

rights of Indians as British citizens as well as a pledge of those rights by that declaration. 
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Queen Victoria, in her letter to Lord Derby asking him to write the Proclamation 
himself, said :  

 
UAnd point out the privileges which the Indians will receive in being placed on an 

equality with the subjects of the British Crown and prosperity flowing in the train of 
civilization.V 

 
Thereupon the proclamation then declared and pledge unreservedly and most 

solemnly calling God to witness and bless : 
 
UWe hold ourselves bound to the Natives of our lndian territories by the same 

obligations of duty which bind us to our other subjects, and these obligations by the blessing 
of Almighty God we shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfil.V 

 
Can there be a more sacred and solemn pledge before God, and Man?  
 
On the occasion of the Proclamation of the Queen as Empress of India, she sent a 

telegram to Lord Lytton which he read in the open Durbar consisting of both Princes and 
People. In this telegram the Queen Empress said :  

 
UThat from the highest to the humblest all may feel that under our rule, the great 

principles of liberty, equity and justice are secured to them, and that to promote their 
happiness, to add to their prosperity and advance their welfare are ever present aims and 
objects of our Empire.V 

 
And it is clear that this object of promoting our happiness etc., etc., can only be 

attained by our enjoyment of the principles of liberty, equity and justice, i.e. we must have the 
British liberty of governing ourselves. 

 
On the occasion of the Jubilee of 1887, the Queen Empress again pledged and 

emphasised the pledges of the Proclamation thus :  
 
Uʘllusion is made to Proclamation issued on the occasion of my assumption of the 

direct government of India as the Charter of the liberties of the Princes and people of India. It 
has always been and will be continued to be my earnest desire that the principles of that 
Proclamation should be unswervingly maintained.V 

 
We are now asking nothing more or less than the liberties of our Charter,Tour rights 

of British citizenship. 
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The present King- Emperor has pledged :  
 
UI shall endeavour to follow the great example of the first Queen- Empress to work for 

the general well- being of my Indian subjects of all ranks.V 
 
Again the King- Emperor in his speech on 19th February 1906, said :  
 
UIt is my earnest hope that in these Colonies as elsewhere throughout my dominions 

( the italics are mine) the grant of free institutions will be followed by an increasing prosperity 
and loyalty to the Empire.V 

 
And the Prime Minister clinches the whole that Ugood government could never be a 

substitute for government by the people themselves.V 
 
How much less is then an economically evil government nod constitutionally an 

unconstitutional despotic government, a substitute for self- government and how much 
absolutely necessary it is to produce Uincreasing prosperity and loyalty to the Empire, by Uthe 
grant of free institutions.V 

 
With the solemn pledges I have mentioned above, we have every right to claim an 

honourable fulfilment of all our British pledged rights. And so we claim all British rights as our 
birthright and as our solemnly pledged rights. Britains duty, humanity, honour, instincts and 
traditions for freedom, solemn pledges, conscience, righteousness, and civilization demand 
the satisfaction to us of our British rights. 

 
Reason III : Reparation 

 
All our sufferings and evils of the past centuries demand before God and Man a 

reparation, which we may fairly expect from the present revival of the old noble British 
instincts of liberty and self- government. I do not enter into our past sufferings as I have 
already said at the outset.  

 
Reason IV : Conscience 

 
The British people would not allow themselves to be subjected for a single day to such 

an unnatural system of government as the one which has been imposed upon lndia for nearly 
a century and a half. Sir H. Campbell- Bannerman has made a happy quotation from Mr.  
Bright :  UI remember John Bright quoting in the House of Commons on one occasion two lines 
of a poet with reference to political matters : 
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UThere is on Earth a yet diviner thing,  
Veiled though it be, than Parliament of King.V 
 
Then Sir Henry asks :  UWhat is that diviner thing? it is the human conscience inspiring 

human opinion and human sympathy.V ʠ ask them to extend that human conscience. UThe 
diviner thing,V to India in the words of Mr. Morley :  

 
UIt will be a bad day indeed if we have one conscience for the Mother Country and 

another conscience for all that vast territory over which your eye does not extend.V 
 
And now the next question isTWhat are the British rights which we have a right to 

UclaimV? 
 
This is not the occasion to enter into any details or argument. I keep to broad lines. 
 
(1)  Just as the administration of the United Kingdom in all services, departments and 

details is in the hands of the people themselves of that country, so should we in India claim 
that the administration in all services, departments and details should be in the hands of the 
people themselves of llndia. 

 
This is not only a matter of right and matter of the aspirations of the educatedT

important enough as these matters areTbut it is far more an absolute necessity as the only 
remedy for the great inevitable economic evil which Sir John Shore pointed out a hundred and 
twenty years ago, and which is the fundcamental clause of the present drain and poverty. The 
remedy is absolutely necessary for the material,  moral, intellectual, political, social, industrial 
and every possible progress and welfare of the people of India. 

 
(2)  As in the United Kingdom and the Colonies all taxation and lcgislation and the 

power of spending the taxes are in the hand of the representatives of the people of those 
countries,  so should also be the rights of the people of India. 

 
(3)  All financial relations between England and India must be just and on a footing of 

equality i.e. whatever money lndia may find towards expenditure in any departmentT Civil or 
Military or NavalTto the extent of that share should Indians share in all the benefits of that 
expenditure in salaries, pension, emoluments, materials, etc., as a partner in the Empire, as 
she is always declared to be. We do not ask favours. We want only justice. Instead of going 
into any further divisions or details of our rights as British citizens, the whole matter can be 
comprised in one wordTUSelf- Government or Swaraj like that of the United Kingdom or the 
Colonies. 
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Mr. Morley says very truly and emphatically (Banquet,  KingVs Hall, Holborn, 4th June 
1901) :  

 
B˼ut this I do say that political principles are, after all the root of our national 

greatness, strength and hope.  ˽
 
So, for India also, there can be no national greatness, strength and hope except by 

the right political principles of self- government. 
 
Now the next important question is, whether it is practicable to grant these rights of 

self- government at once or when and in what way? Nobody would, I think,  say that the whole 
present machinery can be suddenly broken up at once and the rights which I have defined of 
self- government can be at once introduced.  

 
Right No. 1 : Employment in the Public Services 

 
The right of placing all administration in every department in the hands of the people of 

lndia, has the time arrived to do anything loyally, faithfully and systematically as a beginning at 
once, so that it may automatically develop into the full realisation of right of self- government? 

 
I say, .... yes. Not only has the time fully arrived, but had arrived long past, to make 

this beginning. The statesmen of nearly three quarters of a century ago not only considered 
the point of making a beginning, not merely made a pious declaration, but they actually 
passed an Act of Parliament for the purpose. Had that Act been honourably and faithfully 
fulfilled by the Govrnment from that time to this, both England and India would have been in 
the position, not of bewailing the present poverty, wretchedness and dissatisfaction of the 
Indian people, but of rejocing in the prosperity of India and of still greater prosperrity of 
England herself. 

 
In the thirties of the last century, England achieved the highest glory of civilization by 

its emancipations of the body and soul of manTby abolishing slavery and by freedom of 
conscience to enjoy all the rights of British citizenship. During these glorious days of English 
history, the statemen of the time did not forget their duty to the people of lndia. They specially 
and openly considered the question of self- government of lndia, not only in connection with 
Britain, but even with the result of entire independence from Britain. When the Act of 1833 
was passed Macaulay made that memorable speech about the duty of Britain towards India 
of which Britain shall for ever be proud.  I cannot quote that whole speech here. Every word of 
it is worth study and consideration from the statesmen of the day. I shall give only a few 
extracts.  He first said :  UI must say that, to the Iast day of my life, I shall be proud of having 
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been one of those who assisted in the framing of the Bill which contains that ClauseV...... ... 
UIt would be on the most selfish view of the case far better for us that the people of lndia were 
well- governed and independent of us than ill- governed and subject to u˄.V........... UWe shall 
never consent to administer the pousta ( a preparation of opium)  to a whole communityTto 
stupify and paralyse a great people, whom God has committed to our charge, for the 
wretched purpose of rendering them more amenable to our control.V ʮʶ are free, we are 
civilized, to little purpose, if we grudge to any portion of the human race an equal measure of 
freedom and citilizationV....  UI have no fears. The path of duty is plain before us and it is also 
the path of wisdom, of national prosperity, of national honour.V ....  UTo have found a great 
people sunk in the lowest depths of slavery and superstitution, to have so ruled them as to 
have made them desirous and capable of all the privileges of citizens, would, indeed, be a 
title to glory all our own.V 

 
Such was the glorious spirit in, and auspices under, which was enacted in MacaulayVs 

word˄ Uthat wise, that benevolent, that noble clause :V 
 
UThat no native of the said territory, nor any natural born subjects of His Majesty 

resident therein, shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent colour or any of 
them, be disabled from holding any place, office or employment under the said Company.V 

 
l would not repeat here what I have often stated about this clause. Sufficient to say 

that simultaneous examinations in India have been declared authoritatively as the only 
honourable fulfilment of the clause. 

 
Here is, then, the beginning that can be made at once not as a new thing but as one 

fully considered and settled by Act of Parliament 73 years ago. The power is ready in the 
hands of the Secretary of State for lndia to be put into execution at once without the necessity 
of any reference to Parliament or any authority. 

 
And, in connection with this step,  I would earnestly urge upon the Secretary of State 

to retrace the pernicious step which has lately been taken in India of abolishing competition 
for the services to which admission is made directly in India. In England competition is the 
basis of all first admissions in all the services and the same must be the basis in India as the 
fairest and most in accordance with justice. 

 
This beginning will be the key, the most effective remedy for the chief economic and 

basic evil of the paresent system. 
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Mr. Morley has truly said : UBut if you middle wrongly with economic things, 
gentlemen, be very sure you are then going to the verylife, to the heart, to the core of our 
national existence. A three- fold wrong is inflicted upon us, i.e.  of depriving us of wealth, work 
and wisdom, of every thing, in short, wroth living for. And this beginning will begin to strike at 
the root of the muddle. The reform of the alteration of the services from European to Indian is 
the keynote of the whole. 

 
On the score of efficiency also foreign service can never be efficient or sufficient.  Sir 

William Hunter has said :  Uʠf we are to govern the Indian people efficiently and cheaply we 
must govern by means of themselves.V The Duke of Devonshire, as, Indian Secretary, has 
said (23rd August 1883) :  Uʫʹʶ˃ʶ ʴʲʿ ʺʿ my opinion be very little doubt that India is 
insufficiently governed.V In the very nature of things it cannot bt otherwise. 

 
After the simultaneous examinations are carried on for some years, it will be time to 

transfer the examinations altogether to India to complete the accomplishment of the rights. 
( No. 1)  of self- government without any disturbance in the smooth working of the 
administration. 

 
Co- ordinating with this important beginning for right ( No. 1)  it is urgent to expedite 

this object that education must be most vigorously disseminated among the peopleTfree and 
compulsory primary education, and free higher education of every kind. The Indian people will 
hail with the greatest satisfaction any amount of expenditure for the purpose of education. It 
was free education that I had at the expense of the people that made me and others of my 
fellow- students and subsequent fellow- workers to give their best to the service of the people 
for the promotion of their welfare. 

 
Education on the one hand, and actual training in administration on the other hand, 

will bring the accomplishment of self- government far more speedily than many imagine. 
 
Heavy expenditure should be no excuse. In fact if financial justice, to which I shall refer 

hereafter, is done in the relations between England and India, there will be ample provisionT
even from the poor revenues of India andTwith every addition of Indians in place of 
Europeans, the reources of India for all necessary purposes will go on increasing. 

 
Right No. 2 : Representation 

 
In England itself Parliamentary Government existed for some hundreds of years before 

even the rich and middle classes and the mass of the people had any voice or vote in it. 
 



 

CONTENTS 

Macaulay pointed out in 1831 that the people living in the magnificent palaces 
surrounding RegentV˄ Park nod in other such places were unrepresented. It is only so late as 
1832 that the middle classes obtained their vote, and it is only so late as 1885 that most of the 
mass of the people obtained their franchise. Women have no vote. Adult franchise is yet in 
struggle. 

 
It is no use telling us, therefore, that a good beginning cannot be made now in India 

for what Mr. Gladstone called Uliving representationV. The only thing needed is the willingness 
of the Government. The statesmen at the helm of the present government are quite 
competent and able to make a good beginningTsuch a systematic beginning as that it may 
naturally in no long time develop itself into full legislatures of self- government like those of the 
self- governing colonies. I need not go into any details here of the scope and possibilities of 
representation. The educated and thinking classes in India who have attended English 
schools and colleges are not the only people to be reckoned with .There is a large body who 
now are informed of the event of the world and of all British institutions by the vernacular 
press and literature in their own language. 

 
The peasants of Russia are fit for and obtained the Duma from the greatest autocrat in 

the world, and the leading statesman, the Prime Minister of the free British Empire, 
proclaimed to the world Uthe Duma is dead, long live the Duma! Surely the fellow- citizens of 
that statesman and the free citizens of that Empire by birthright and pledged rights are far 
more entitled to self- government, a constitutional representative system, than the peasants 
of Russia, do not despair.  It is futile to tell me that we must wait till all the people are aready. 
The British people did not so wait for their Parliament.  We are not allowed to be fit for 150 
years. We can never be fit till we actually undertake the work and the responsibility. While 
China in the East and Persia in the West of Asia are awakenjng and Japan has already 
awakened and Russia is struggling for emancipationTand all of them despotismsTcan the 
free citizens of the British Indian Empire. continue to remain subject to despotismTthe 
people who were among the first civilizers of the world?  Modern world owes no little gratitude 
to the early civilizers of the human race. Are the descendants of the earliest civilizers to 
remain, in the present times of spreading emancipation, under the barbarous system of 
despotism,  unworthy of British instincts,  principles and civilization? 

 
Right No. 3 : Just Financial Relations 

 
This right requires no delay or training. If the British Government wills to do what is just 

and right, this justice towards self- government can be done at once. 
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First of all take the European Army expenditure. The Government of India in its 
despatch of 25th March 1890 says :  

 
UMillions of money have been spent on increasing the Army in India, on armaments, 

and on fortifications to provide for the security of India, not against domestic enemies or to 
prevent the invasions of the warlike peoples of adjoining countries, but, to maintain the 
supremacy of British Power in the East.V 

 
Again the Government of India says :  

 
UIt would be much nearer the truth to affirm that the Imperial Government keeps in 

lndia and quarters upon the revenues of that country as large a portion of it army as it thinks 
can possibly be required to maintain it dominion there, that it habitually treats that portion of 
its army as a reserve force available for imperial purposes; that it has uniformly detached 
European regiments from the garrison of India to take part in imperial wars whenever it has 
been found necessary or convenient to do so; and more than this that it has drawn not less 
freely upon the native army of India towards the maintenance of which it contributes nothing 
to aid it in contests outside of India with which the Indian Government has had little or no 
concern.V 

 
Such is the testimony of the Government of India that the European Amry is for 

Imperial purposes. 
 
Now I give the review taken in the India Office itself. 
 
Sir James Peile was a member of the Council of the Secretary of State for India, and 

represented the lndian Secretary on th Royal Commission ( WelbyV)˄ on Indian expenditure. 
Sir James Peile, in a motion, after pointing out that the military policy which regulated Indian 
Military expenditure was not exclusively for India, urged that :  

 
UIt is worthy of consideration how far it is equitable to charge on a dependency the 

whole military cost of that policy, when that dependency happens to be the only part of the 
Empire which has a land froniter adjacent to the territory of a great European power.V 

 
Here then these extracts of the Government of India and the Indian Office show that 

the European nny expenditure is entirely for British imperial purpose and yet with flagrant 
injustice the burden is thrown by the Treasury upon the helpless Indian people. 
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In the some way all the Government expenditure in England which entirely goes to the 
benefit of the people in England, and which is for British purposes, is imposed on the Indian 
people while the Colonies do not pay any portion for similar expenditure in England. This 
expenditure should in common justice not be imposed on India. It is unjust.  Here then, if we 
are relieved of burdens which ought not in common justice to be imposed upon us, our 
revenues, poor as they are at present,  will supply ample means for education and many other 
reforms and improvements which are needed by us. This question is simply a matter of 
financial justice. I have put it on a clear just principle and on that principle lndia can be quite 
ready to find the money and its own men for all her own needsTmilitary, naval, civil or any 
other. For imperial expenditure we must have our share in the services in proportion to our 
contribution.  

 
These just financial relations can be established at once. They require no delay or 

preparation.  It only needs the determination and will of the British Government to do justice.  
Lastly as to self- government. It the British people and statesmen make up their mind to do 
their duty towards the Indian people they have every ability and statesmanship to devise 
means to accord self- government within no distant time. If there is the will and the 
conscience there is the way. 

 
Now I come to the most crucial questionTparticularly crucial to myself personally. 
 
I have been for some time past repeatedly asked whether I really have, after more than 

half a century of my own personal experience, such confidence in the honour and good faith 
of British statesmen and government as to expect that our just claim to self- government as 
British citizens will be willingly and gracefully accorded to us with every honest effort in their 
power, leaving alone and forgetting the past. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, I shall give you a full and free answer. 
 
In 1853, when I made my first little speech at the inauguration of the Bombay 

Association, in perfect innocence of heart influenced by my English education into great 
admiration for the character, instincts and struggles for liberty of the British people, I 
expressed my faith and confidence in the British Rulers in a short speech from which I give a 
short extract :  

 
UWhen we see that our Government is often ready to assist us in everything calculated 

to benefit us, we had better than merely compain and grumble, point out in becoming manner 
what our real wants are.V ʘnd I also said : 
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Uʠf an association like this be always in readiness to ascertain by strict enquiries the 
probable good or bad effects of any proposed measure and, whenever necessary, to 
memorialise Government on behalf of the people with respect to them, our kind Government 
will not refuse to listen to such memorials.V 

 
Such was my faith. It was this faith of the educated of the time that made Sir Bartle 

Frere make the remarks which Mr. Fawcett quoted,  viz., that he had been much struck with 
the fact that the ablest exponent of English policy and our best coadjutors in adapting that 
policy to the wants of the various nations occupying Indian soil were to be found among the 
Natives who had received a highclass English education. And now,  owing to the non-
fulfilment of solemn pledges, what a change ha taken place in the mind of the educated!  

 
Since my early efforts, I must say that I have felt so many disappointments as would 

be sufficient to break any heart and lead one to despair and even, I am afraid, to rebel. 
 
My disappointments have not been of the ordinary kind but far worse and keener. 

Ordinarily a person fightsTand if he fails he is disappointed. But I fought and won on several 
occasions, but the executive did not let us have the fruit of those victoriesTdisappointments 
quite enough, as I have said, to break oneVs heart. For instance, the UstatutoryV Civil Service, 
Simultaneous Examinations. Lord Lawrence Sholarships Royal Commission, etc. I am 
thankful that the repayment from the treasury of some unjust charges has been carried out, 
though the Indian SecretaryV˄ salary is not yet transferred to the Treasury as it was hoped.  

 
But I have not despaired.  Not only that I have not despaired, but at thia moment,  you 

may think it strange, I stand before you with hopefulness. I have not despaired for one 
reasonTand I am hopeful for another reason. 

 
I have not despaired under the influence of the good English word which has been the 

rule of my life. That word is UPersevere.V In any moment, great or small, you must persevere 
to the end. You cannot stop at any stage, disappointments notwithstanding, or you lose all 
you have gained and find it far more d1fficult afterwards even to begin again. As  we proceed 
we may adopt such means as may be suitable at every stage, but persevere we must to the 
end. If our cause is good and just,  as it is, we are sure to triumph in the end. So I have not 
despaired. 

 
Not the reason of my hopefulness which I feel at this moment after all my 

disapointments.  and this also under the influemce of one word URevivalVTthe pre˄ʶʿ˅ UrevivalV 
of the true old spirit and instinct of Iiberty and free British institutions in the hearts of the 
leading statesmen of the day. I shall now place before you the declarations of some of the 
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leading statesmen of the day and then you will judge that my faith and hope are well- founded,  
whether they will be justified or not by future events. 

 
Here, I give a few of those declarationTbut I give an appendix A of some of these 

declarations out of many 
 

Sir H. Campbell- Bannerman 
 
UWe believe in self- govrnment. We treat it not as an odious necessity, not as a foolish 

theory to which unfortunately the British Empire is committed.  We treat it as a blessing and a 
healing, a sobering and a strengthening influence.V (Bradford,  15- 5- 1901). 

 
Uʠ remain as firm a believer as ever I was, in the virtue of self- governmentV. (Ayr , 29-

10- 1902) 
 
UBut here is anotherTSelf- Government and popular controller and we believe in that 

principle.V 
 

Mr. John Morley 
 
UYes, gentlemen, the sacred word UfreeV which represented, as Englishmen have 

always thought until today the nobblest aspirations that can animate the breast of man.V 
(Palmerston Club, 9- 6- 1900) 

 
UIn his view the root of good government was not to be found in bureaucracy or 

pedantocracy.  They must seek to rouse up the free and spontaneous elements lying deep in 
the hearts and minds of the people of the country.V (Arbroath,  23- 10- 1903). 

 
The study of the present revival of the spirit, instincts and traditions of Liberty and 

Liberalism among the Liberal statesmen of the day has produced in my heart full expectation 
that the end of the evil system, and the dawn of a Righteous and Liberal policy of freedom 
and self- government, are at hand for India. I trust that I am justified in my expectations and 
hopefulness. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, we have all the powerful moral forces of justice, righteousness 

and honour of Britain, but our Birthright and pledged right and the absolute necessity and 
humanity of ending quickly all the sufferings of the masses of the people, from poverty,  
famine, plauges, destitution and degradation etc.  On our side if we use those moral forces, 
which are very effective on a people like the British people, we must, we are bound to win. 
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What is wanted for us is to learn the lesson from Englishmen themselves to agitate most 
largely and most perseveringly, by petitions, demonstration and meeting, all quite peacefully 
but enthusiastically conducted. Let us not thr ow away our rights and moral forces which are 
so over- whemling on our side. I shall say something again on this subject. 

 
With such very hopeful and promising views and declarations some of the leaders of 

the present Goaernment, we have also coming to our side more and more Parliament, press 
and platform. We have some 200 members in the Indian Parliamentary Committee. The 
Labour Members, Irish the Nationalist Members, and the Radicals are sympathetic with us. 
We have several Liberal papers such as UThe Daily New˄,V UThe tribune,V UThe Daily Chronicle,V 
UJusticʶV, Ulnvestors,V UReviewV UReynolds,V UNew Age,V and several others taking a juster view 
of IndiaVs rights and needs. We must make UlndiaV a powerful organ. We have all sections of 
the Labour and Democratic Party, the British Nationalist Party, the Radicals and Liberals 
generally taking larger interest in India matters. The large section of the British people to 
whom conscience and righteousness are above every possible worldly thing, are also 
awakening to a sense of their duty to the vast population of lndia in their dire distress and 
poverty, with - all its dreadful conse quences. When I was in Parliament and the only Indian, I 
had the support of the Irish, Radical and Labour Members. I never felt helpless and alone, 
and I succeeded in several of my efforts. We must have many Indian Members in Parliament 
tilI we get self- government. Under such favourable circumstances let us not fail to make the 
most of our opportunity for our political emancipation. Let us, it is true, at the snme time do, 
what is in our power, to advance our Social and lndustrial progress. But for our political 
emancipation, it will be a great folly and misrortune for us to miss this good fortune when it 
has at last come to us, though l fully admit we had enough of disappointments to make us 
lose heart and confidence. 

 
I base my hope upon the UrevivalV of the old British love of liberty and self- government, 

of honour for pledges, of our rights of fellow British citizenship. Within the short life, that may 
yet be vouchsafed to me, I hope to see a loyal, honest, honourable and conscientious 
adoption of the policy for self- government fo India and a beginning made at once towards 
that end. 

 
l have now expressed to you my hopes and reasons for such hopes for ourselves. But 

as the Moral Law, the greatest force of the universe, has it, in our good, will be EnglandVs 
own greatest good. Bright has wisely said :  UThe good of England must come through the 
channels of the good of India .... . In order that England may become rich, India itself must 
become rich.V Mr. Morley has rightly said : Uʥo gentlemen, every single right thing that is done 
by the Legislature, however moderate be its area, every single right thing is sure to lead to the 
doing of a great number of unforeseen right things.V (Dundee, 9- 12- 1889). If India is allowed 
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to be prosperous by self- government, as the Colonies have become prosperous by self-
government, what a vista of a glory and benefits open up for the citizens of the British Empire, 
and for mankind, as an example and proof of the supremacy of the moral law and true 
civilization. 

 
While we put the duty of leading us on to self- government in the heads of the present 

British statesmen, we have also the duty upon ourselves to do all we can to support those 
statemen by, on tht one hand,  preparing our Indian people for the right understanding, 
exercise and enjoyment of self- government and on the other hand, of convincing the British 
people that we justly claim and must have all British Rights. I put before the Congress my 
suggestions for their consideration.  To put the matter in right form, we should send our 
UPetition of RightsV to His Majesty the King- Emperor, to the House of Commons and to the 
House of Lords. By the British Bill of Rights of 1689Tby the 5th ClauseTthe subjects have 
the right to presenst petitions to the Sovereign. 

 
The next thing I suggest for your consideration, is that the well- to- do Indians should 

raise a large fund of patriotism. With this fund we should organise a body of able men and 
good speakers, to go to all the nooks and corners of India and inform the people in their own 
languages of our British rights and how to exercise and enjoy them. Also to send to England 
another body of able speakers, and to provide means to go throughout the country and by 
large meetings to convince the British people that we justly claim and must have all British 
rights of self- government. By doing that l am sure that the British conscience will triumph and 
the British people will support the present statesmen, in their work of giving India responsible 
self­government in the shortest possible period. We must have a great agitation in England, 
as well as here. The struggle against the Corn Laws cost, I think,  two millions, and there was 
a great agitation.  Let us learn to help ourselves in the same way. 

 
I have said at the beginning that the duties of this Congress are two fold. And of the 

two, the claim to a change of present policy leading of self- government is the chief and most 
important work.  

 
The second part of the work is the vigilant watch over the inevitable and unnecessary 

defects of the present machinery of the administration as it exists and as long as it exixts. And 
as the fundamental principles of the present administration are unsound there are inherent 
evils, and others are naturally ever arising from them. These the Congress has to watch and 
adopt means to remedy them, as far as possible, till self- government is attained, though it is 
only when self- government is attained that India will be free from its present evils and 
consequent sufferings. This part of the work, the Congress has been doing very largely during 
all the past twenty- one years and the Subjects- committee will place before you various 
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resolutions necessary for the improvement of the existing administration, as far as such 
unnatural and uneconomic administration can be improved. I would not have troubled you 
more but that I should like to say a few words upon some topics connected with the second 
part of the work of the CongressTBengal Partition and Swadeshi movement. 

 
In the Bengal Partition, the Bengnlee have a just and great grievance. It is a bad 

blunder for England. I do not despair but that this blunder, I hope, may yet be rectified. This 
subject is being so well threshed out by the Bengalees themselves that I need not say 
anything more about it.  But in connection with it we hear a great deal about agitators and 
agitation. Agitation is the life and soul of the whole political, social and industrial history of 
England. It is by agitation and English have accomplished their most glorious achievements, 
their prosperity, their liberties and, in short, their first place among the nations of the world. 

 
The whole life of England, every day, is all agitation. You do not open your paper in 

the morning but read from beginning to end it is all agitation- Congresses and ConferencesT
Meetings and ResolutionsTwithout end,  for a thousand and one movements local and 
national. From the Prime Minister to the humblest politician, his occupation is agitation for 
everything he wants to accomplish. The whole Parliament, Press and Platform is simply all 
agitation. Agitation is the civilized, peaceful weapon of moral force, and infinitely preferable to 
brute physical force when possible. The subject is very tempting. But I shall not say more 
than that the lndian journalists are mere Matriculators while the Anglo­Indian journalists are 
Masters of Arts in the University of British Agitators. The former are only the pupils of the 
latter, and the Anglo- Indian journalists ought to feel proud that their pupils are doing credit to 
them. Perhaps a few words from an English statesman will be more sedative and satisfactory.  

 
Macaulay has said in one of his speeches :  

 
UI hold that we have owed to agitation a long series of beneficent reforms which could 

have been effected in no other way...... ... the truth is that agitation is inseparable from 
popular government...... .. Would the slave- trade ever have been abolished without 
agitation? Would slavery ever have been abolished without agitation?V 

 
For every movement in EnglandThundreds, local and nationalTthe chief weapons 

are agitation by meetings, demonstrations and petitions to Parliament. These petitions are not 
any begging for any favours any more than that the conventional UYour obedient servantV in 
letters makes a man an obedient servant. It is the conventional way of approaching higher 
authorities. The petitions are claims for rights or for justice or for reforms, T to influence and 
put pressure on Parliament by showing how the public regard any particular matter. The fact 
that we have more or less failed hitherto, is not because we have petitioned too much but that 
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we have petitioned too little. One of the factors that carries weight in Parliament is the 
evidence that the people interested in any question are really in earnest. Only the other day 
Mr. Asquith urged as one of his reasons against womenV˄ franchise, that he did not see 
sufficient evidence to show that the majority of the women themselve were earnest to acquire 
the franchise. We have not petitioned or agitated enough at all in our demands. In every 
important matter we must petition Parliament with hundreds and thousands of petitionsTwith 
hundreds of thousand of signatures from all parts of India. Taking one present instance in 
England, the Church party has held till the beginning of October last 1,400 meetings known, 
and many more unknown, against the Education Bill and petitioned with three- quarters of a 
million signatures and many demonstrations. Since then they have been possibly more and 
more active. Agitate, agitate over the whole length and breadth of India in every nook and 
cornerTpeacefully of courseT if we really mean to get justice from John Bull. Satisfy him that 
we are in earnest.  The Bengnlees, I am glad, have learnt the lesson and have led the march. 
All India must learn the lessonTof sacrifice of money and of earnest personal work. 

 
Agitate; agitate means inform. Inform, inform, the Indian people what their rights are 

and why and how them should obtain them, and inform the British people of the rights of the 
Indian people and why they should grant them. If we do not speak they say we are satisfied. If 
we speak, we become agitators! The Indian people are properly asked to act constitut ionally 
while the government remains unconstitutional and despotic.  

 
Next about the Ue˄ttled fact.V Every Bill defeated in Parliament is a U˄ʶttled fact.V ʠ˄ it 

not?  And the next year it makes it appearance again. The Education Act of 1902 was a settled 
fact. An Act of Parliament, was it not? And now within a short time what a turmoil is it in? And 
what an agitations and excitment has been going on about it and is still in prospect!  It may 
lead to a clash between the two Houses of Parliament. There is nothing as an eternal Ue˄ttled 
fact.V Times change, c ircumstances are misunderstood or changed, better light and 
understanding or new forces come into play, and what is settled today may be become 
obsolete tommorrow.  

 
The organizations which I suggest, and which I may call a band of political 

missionaries in all the Provinces, will serve many purposes at onceTto inform the people of 
their rights as British citizens, to prepare them to claim those rights by petitions and when the 
rights are obtained, as sooner or Iater they must be obtained, to exercise and enjoy them. 

 
Uʪˈʲʵʶ˄ʹʺV is not a thing of today.  It has existed in Bombay as far as I know for many 

years past. I am a free- trader, I am a member, and in the Executive Committee of the 
Cobden Club for 20 years, and yet I say that Swadeshi is a forced necessity for India in its 
unnatural economic muddle. As long as the economic condition remains unnatural and 
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impoverishing by the necessity of supplying every year some Rs. 20,00,00,000 for the salary, 
pension, &  c, of the childern of a foreign country at the expense and impoverishment of the 
children of India, to talk of applying economic laws to the condition of India is adding insult to 
injury. l have said so much about this over and over again that I would not say more about it 
hereTI refer to my book. I ask any Englishmen whether Englishmen would submit to this 
unnatural economic muddle of India for a single day in England, leave alone 150 years? No, 
never. No, ladies and gentlemen, England will never submit to it. It is, what l have already 
quoted in Mr. MorleyVs words, it is the meddling wrongly with economic thing that is going to 
the very life, to the very heart, to the very core of our national existence.V 

 
Among the duties which I have said are incumbent upon the Indians, there is one, 

which,  though I mention last, is not the least. I mean a thorough political union among the 
Indian people of all creeds and classes. I make an appeal to allTcall it mendicant if your 
likeT I am not ashamed of being a mendicant in any good cause and under necessity for any 
good cause. I appeal to the lndian people for this, because it is in their own hands only just as 
I appeal to the British people for things that are entirely in their hands. In this appeal for a 
thorough union for political purposes among all the people I make a particular one to my 
friends, the Mohammedans, They are a manly people. They have been rulers both in and out 
of India. They are rulers this day both in and out of India. They have the highest Indian Prince 
ruling over the largesrt Native State, viz. H. H. the Naizam. Among other Mohammedan 
Princes they have Junagad, Radhanpur, Bhopal and others. 

 
Notwithstanding their backward education, they have the pride of having had in all 

India the first Indian Barrister in Mr. Badruddin Tyabji and first Solicitor in Mr. Kamrudin Tyabji, 
two Mohammedan brothers. What a large share of Bombay commerce is in the hands of 
Mohammedans is well known.  Their chief purpose and effort at present must be to spread 
education among themselves. In this matter among their best friends have been Sir Syed 
Ahmed and Justice Tyabji in doing their utmost to promote education among them. Once 
they bring themselves in education in a line with the Hindus, they have nothing to fear. They 
have in them the capacity, energy and intellect, to hold their own and to get their due share in 
all the walks of lifeTof which the State Services are but a small part. State services are not 
everything. 

 
Whatever voice I can have I wish Government would give every possible help to 

promote education among the Mohammedans. Once self- government is attained then will 
there be prosperity enough for all, but not till then.  The thorough union, therefore, of all the 
people for their emancipation is an absolute necessity. 

 



 

CONTENTS 

All the people in their political position are in one boat. They must sink or swim 
together.  Without this union all efforts will be vain. There is the common saying but also the 
best commonsen˄ʶ ˼United we stand divided we fall.˽  

 
There is one other circumstance, I may mention here. If I am right, I am under the 

impression that the bulk of the Bengalee Mohammedans were Hindus by race and blood only 
a few generations ago.  They have the tie of blood and kinship. Even now a great mass of the 
Bengalee Mohammedans are not to be easily distinguished from their Hindu brothers.  ln many 
places they join together in their social joys and  sorrows.  They cannot divest themselves from 
the natural affinity of common blood. On the Bombay side, the Hindus and Mohammedans of 
Gujarat all speak the same language, Gujarati, and are of the same stock, and all the Hindu 
and Mohammedans of Maharrastic AnnanTall speak the same language, Marathi and are of 
the same stockTand so I think it is all over India, excepting in North lndia where there are the 
descendants of the original Mohammedan invaders, but they are now also the people of 
India. 

 
Sir Syed Ahmed was a nationalist to the backbone, I will mention an incident that 

happened to mysilf with him. On his first visit to England, we happened to meer together in 
the house of Sir C. Wingfield. He and his friends were waiting and I was shown into the same 
room. One of his friends recognising me introduced me to him. As soon as he heard my name 
himself me in strong embrace and expressed himseld very much pleased.  ln various ways, I 
knew that his heart was in the welfare of all India as one nation. He was a large and liberal-
minded patriot. When I read his life some time ago I was inspired with respect and admiration 
for him. As I cannot find my copy of his life I take the opportunity of repeating some of his 
utterances which Sir Henry Cotton has given in India of 12th October last. 

 
UMohammedans and Hindus wereV, he said, Uthe two eyes of IndiaV. UInjure the one 

and you injure the otherV. We should try to become one in heart and soul and act in unison; if 
united, we can support each other, if not, the effect of one against the other will tend to the 
destruction and downfall of both.V 

 
He appreciated when he found worth and freely expressed it. He said :  UI assure you 

that the Bengalees are the only people in our country whom we can properly be proud of, and 
it is only due to them that knowledge, liberty and patriotism have progressed in our country. I 
can truly say that they are really the head and crown of all the communities of Hindustan. In 
the word UnationV ʠ ʺʿʴʽˆʵʶ both Hindus and Mohammedans, because that is the only meaning 
which I can atrach to it.  
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Such was the wise and patriotic counsel of that great man and our Mohammedan 
friends will, I hope, take it to heart. I repeat once more that our emancipation depends upon 
the thorough union of all the people of India without any obstruction. 

 
I have often read about the question of a constitution for the Congress. I think the 

gentlemen who raise this question would be the proper presons to prepare one like a Bill in 
the House of Common in all its details. The Congress then can consider it and deal with it as 
the majority may decide. 

 
Let every one of us do the best he can, do all in harmony for the common object of 

self- government. 
 
Lastly, the question of social reforms and industrial progressTeach of them needs its 

own earnest body of workers. Each requires for it separate devoted attention.  All the three 
great purposesTPolitical, Social and IndustrialTmust be set working side by side. The 
progress in each will have its influence on the others. But. as Mr. Morley truly and with deep 
insight says :  Upolitical principles are, after all, the root of our national greatness, strength and 
hopeV, and his other important utterance which I repeat with this one sums up the whole 
position of the Indian problem. He Says :  UThe meddling wrongly with economic things, that is 
going to the very life, to the very heart, to the very core of our national existence.V 

 
This meddling wrongly with economic things is the whole evil from which India 

suffersTand the only remedy for it isT Upolitical principles are, after all, the root of our 
national greatness, strength and hopeV. And these political principles are summed up in self-
government. Self- government is the only and chief remedy. In self- government lies our hope, 
strength and greatness. 

 
I recommend to your serious notice the treatment of British Indians in South Africa. 
 
I give a small Appendix UBV of some facts and figures which I need not read now. 
 
Well, ladies and gentlmen, I have finished my task. I do not know what good fortune 

may be instore for me during the short period that may be left to me, and if I can leave a word 
of affection and devotion for my country and countrymen, I say : be united, persevere, and 
achieve self- government so that the millions now perishing in poverty, famine and plague, 
and the score of million that are starving on scanty subsistence may be saved and India may 
once more occupy her proud position of yore among the greatest and civilized nations of the 
world.  [Emphasis at verious places added by the editor.]  
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This session is an important milestone in the history of the Congress from the point of 
view of some of the resolutions passed at this session. Altogether 17 resolutions were 
passed, out of which resolution numbers 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 are very important and they are 
reproduced below :T 

 
V˼I. THE PARTITION OF BENGAL 

 
Resolved that this Congress again records its emphatic protest against the Partition of 

Bengal, and regrets that the present Government, while admitting that there were errors in 
the original plan, and that it went wholly and decisively against the wishes of the majority of 
the people of Bengal, is disposed to look upon it as a settled fact, in spite of the earnest and 
persistent protest of the people, and their manifest disinclination to accept it as final : 

 
That this Congress, composed of representative from all the Provinces of this country, 

desires earnestly to impress upon the British Parliament and the present Liberal Government 
that it will be not only just,  but expedient, to reverse or modify the Partition in such a manner 
as to keep the entire Bengali- speaking community under one undivided administration, and 
thus restore contentment to so important a Province as Bengal.˽  

 
V˼II.  BOYCOTT MOVEMENT 

 
Resolved that having regard to the fact that the people of this country have little or no 

voice in its administration, and that their representations to the Government do not receive 
due consideration, this Congress is of opinion that the Boycott movement inaugurated in 
Bengal, by way of protest against the partition of that province was, and is, legitimate. ˽

 
˼ʭʠʠʠ. SWADESH MOVEMETN 

 
Resolved that this Congress accords its most cordial support to the Swadeshi 

movement, and calls upon the people of the country to labour for its success, by making 
earnest and sustnined efforts to promote the growth of indigenous industries and to stimulate 
the production of indigenous articles by giving them preference over imported commodities 
even at some sacrifice.  ˽

 
IX. SELF- GOVERNMENT 

 
Resolved that thi Congress is of opinion that the system of Government obtaining in 

the self- governing British Colonies should be extended to India, and that,  as steps leading to 
it, it urges that the following reforms should be immediately carried out :  
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(a)  All  examinations held in England only should be simultaneously held in India and 
in England, and that all higher appointments which are made in India should be by 
competitive examination only :  

 
(b ) The adequate represenation of Indians in the Council of the Secretary of State and 

the Executive Councils of the Viceroy, and of the Governors of Madras and Bombay; 
 
(c)  The expansion of the Supreme and Provincial Legislative Councils,  allowing a 

larger and truely effective representation of the people and a larger control over the financial 
and executive administration of the country :  

 
(d)  The powers of local and municipal bodie should be extended and official control 

over them should not be more than what is exercised by the Local Government Board in 
England over similar bodies.  ˽

 
X˼. EDUCATION 

 
Resolved that this Congress repeats its protest against the policy of the Government 

in respect of higher and secondary education, as being one of officialising the governing 
bodies of the Universities, and restricting the spread of education. The Congress is of opinion 
that the Government should take immediate steps for (1)  making Primary Education free and 
gradually compulsory all over the country; (2) assigning larger sums of money to Secondary 
Education (special encouragement being given, where neccssary, to educationally backward 
classes); (3)  making the existing Universities more free from official control, and providing 
them with sufficient means to take up the work of teaching; and (4) making adequate 
provisions for Technical Education in the different Provinces, having regard to local 
requirements.  ˽

 
X˼I. NATlONAL EDUCATlON 

 
Resolved that in the opinion of this Congress the time has arrived for the people all 

over the country earnestly to take up the question of National Education for both boys and 
girls and organise a system of Education Literary Scientific and TechnicalTsuited to the 
requirements of the country, on national lines and under national control. ˽
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CHAPTER IV 
 

SPEECH OF BADRUDDIN TYABJI 
 
The Third Session of the Indian National Congress was held nt Madras in 1887. Mr. 

Badruddin Tyabji presided over this Session. Following are some of the important passages 
from his Presidential speech :  

 
G˼entlemen, from the proceedings of the past two Congress I think we are fairly 

entitled, I hope that the proceedings of this present Congress will not only be marked by 
those virtues, but by that moderation and by that sobriety of judgment which is the off- spring 
of political wisdom and political experience. Gentlemen, all the friends and well- wishers of 
India, and all those who take an interest in watching over the progress and prosperity of our 
people, have every reason to rejoice at the increasing success of each succeecling Congress. 
At the first Congress in Bombay, in 1885, we had less than 100 representatives from the 
different parts of India, in the second Congress, at Calcutta in 1886, we had as many as 440 
representatives, while at this Congress, I believe, we have over 600 delegates representing all 
the different parts and all the different communities of this great empire. l think, then, 
gentlemen, that we are fairly entitled to say that this is a truly representative national 
gathering. Indeed, if that tentative from of representative institutions which has so often been 
asked for from Government were granted to us.  I have not the smallest doubt but that many 
of the gentlemen I now have the honour of addressing, would elected by their respective 
constituencies to represent their interests.  ˽

 
Congress and Musalmans 

 
Gentlemen, it has been urged in derogation of our character, as a representative 

national gathering, that one great and important communityTthe  Musalman communityT
has  kept aloof from the proceedings of two last Congresses. Now, gentlemen, in the first 
place, this is only partially true, and applies only to one particular part of India, and is 
moreover due to certain special, locaI, and temporary causes, and in the second place, no 
such reproach can, I think,  with any show of justice, be urged against this present Congress 
and Gentlemen, I must honestly confess to you that one great motive which has induced me, 
in the present state of my health, to undertake the grave responsibilities of presiding over your 
deliberations, has been an earnest desire,  on my part, to prove,  as far as in my power lies, 
that I, at least, not merely in my individual capacity but as representing the Anjuman- i- Islam 
of Bombay do not consider that there is anything whatever in the position or the relations of 
the different communities of IndiaTbe they Hindus, Musalmans, Parsis or ChristiansTwhich 
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should induce the leaders of any one community to stand aloof from the others in their efforts 
to obtain those great general reforms, those great general rights, which are for the common 
benefit of us all and which, I feel assured, have only to be earnestly and unanimously pressed 
upon Government to be granted to us. 

 
Gentlemen, it is undoubtedly true that each one of our great Indian communities has 

its own peculiar social, moral, educational and even political difficulties to surmount,  but so 
far as general political questions affecting the whole of IndiaTsuch as those which alone are 
discussed by this CongressTare concerned, I, for one, am utterly at a loss to understand 
why Musalmans should not work shoulder to shoulder with their fellow- countrymen of other 
races and creeds, for the common benefit of all. Gentlemen, this is the principle on which we, 
in the Bombay Presidency, have always acted, and from the number, the character, the 
position, and the attainments of Musalman delegates from the Bengal Presidency and from 
the Presidency of Madras, as well as from the North- West Provinces and the Punjab, I have 
not the smallest doubt that this is also the view held, with but few,  though, perhaps, 
important,  exceptions, by the leaders of the Musalman communities throughout the whole of 
India. 

 
A Congress of Educated Natives 

 
Gentlemen, it has been urged as a slur upon our loyalty that this Congress is 

composed of what are called the educated natives of India. Now,  if by this it is intended to be 
conveyed that we are merely a crowd of people with nothing but our education to commend 
us, if it is intended to be conveyed that the gentry, the nobility, and the aristocracy of the land 
kept aloof from us, I can only meet the assertion by the most direct and the most absolute 
denial. To any person who made that assertion, I should feel inclined to say :  UCome with me 
into this Hall and look around you, and tell me where you could wish to see a better 
representation of the aristocracy, not only of birth and of wealth, but of intellect, education, 
and position,  than you see gathered within the walls of this Hall.V But,  Gentlemen , if no such 
insinuation is intended to be made, I should only say that I am happy to think that this 
Congress does consist of the educated natives of India. 

 
Gentlemen, I, for one, am proud to be called not only educated but ʲ UnativeV of this 

country. And,  gentlemen, I should like to know, where among all the millions of Her MajestyV˄ 
subjects in lndia are to be found more truly loyal, nay, more devoted friends of the British 
Empire than among these educated natives. Gentlemen, to be a true and a sincere friend of 
the British Government, it is necessary that one should be in a position to appreciate the 
great blessings which that Government has conferred upon us, and I should like to know who 
is in a better position to appreciate these blessingsTthe ignorant peasants or the educated 



 

CONTENTS 

natives? Who, for instances, will better appreciate the advantages of good roads, railways, 
telegraphs and post offices, schools, colleges and universities,  hospitals, good laws and 
impartial courts of justice? Tthe educated natives or the ignorant peasants of this country?  
Gentlemen, if there ever were to ariseTwhich God forbidTany great struggle between 
Russia and Great Britain for supremacy in this countryTwho is more likely to judge better of 
the relative merits of the two empires? Again I say, gentlemen, that in these matters it is the 
educated natives that are best qualified to judge, because it is we, who know and are best 
able to appreciate, for instance, the blessings of the right of public meeting, the liberty of 
action and of speech, and high education which we enjoy under Great Britain, whereas 
probably,  under Russia, we should have nothing but a haughty and despotic Government 
whose chief glory would consist in vast military organization, aggression upon our 
neighbours, and great military exploits. 

 
Are the Educated Natives Disloyal? 

 
No, gentlemen, let our opponents say what they please, we, the the educated 

natives, by the mere force of our education, must be the best appreciators of the blessings of 
a civilized and enlightened Government and, therefore, in our own interests, the best and 
staunchest supporters of the British Government in India. But, gentlemen, do tho se who 
charge us with disloyalty stop for a moment to consider the full meaning and effect of their 
argument,Tdo they realise the full import and significance of the assertion they make? Do 
they understand that, in charging us with disloyalty, they are, in reality, condemning and 
denouncing the very Government which it is their intention to support.  For, Gentlemen, when 
they say that the educated natives of India are disloyal, what docs it mean? It means this :  
that in the opinion of the educated natives,Tthat is to say, of all the men of light and leading, 
all those who have received a sound, liberal and enlightened education, all those who are 
acquinted with the history of their own country and with the nature of the present and past 
Government , that in the opinion of all theseTthe English Government is so bad that it has 
deserved to forfeit the confidence and the loyalty of the thinking part of the population. Now, 
gentlemen, is it conceivable that a more frightful and unjust condemnation of the British 
Government can be pronounced than is implied in this charge of disloyalty against the 
educated natives of India? Gentlemen, if this charge were brought by some bitter enemies of 
Great Britain, if it were brought by the Ruasians, for example, I could understand it.  But it is 
almost beyond my comprehension that it should come, not from enemies, but from the 
supposed friends of the British Government, not from the Russians, but from Englishmen who 
presumably want, not to destroy,  but to support their Government ! I say it surpasses my 
comprehension. Gentlemen, just consider for a moment the effect of this reckless allegation 
upon the uneducated millions of the inhabitants of this country, upon the hordes of the 
Russians in the North, and upon the enlightened nations of Europe! I say, therefore, that the 
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conduct  of those who thus recklessly charge us with disloyalty resembles the conduct of the 
foolish woodman who was lopping off the very branch of the tree upon which he was 
standing, unconscious that the destruction of the branch meant the destruction of himself. 

 
Happily, however, gentlemen, this allegation is as absurd as it is unfounded. It is as 

unjust to us as it is unjust to the Government it impeaches. But, though , gentlemen, I 
maintain that the educated natives, as a class, are loyal to the backbone, I must yet admit 
that some of our countrymen are not always guarded, not always cautious, in the language 
they employ. I must admit that some of them do sometimes afford openings for hostile 
criticisms, and I must say that I have myself observed in some of tho Indian newspapers and 
in the speeches of public speakers, sentiments and expressions which are calculated to lead 
one to the conclusion that they have not fully realised the distinction between license and 
liberty; that they have not wholly grasped the lesson that freedom has its responsibilities no 
less than its privileges. And, therefore,  gentlemen, I trust that not only during the debates of 
this Congress, but on all occasions, we shall ever bear in mind and ever impress upon our 
countrymen that, if we are to enjoy the right of public discussion, the liberty of speech, and 
liberty of the Press, we must so conduct ourselves as to demonstrate by our conduct, by our 
moderation, by the justness of our criticisms, that we fully deserve theseTthe greatestT
blessings which an enlightened Government can confer upon its subject˄.˽ 

 
Subject Before the Congress 

 
Gentlemen, I do not, at present at least, propose to say anything upon the various 

problems that will be submitted to you for your consideration. I have no doubt that the 
questions will be discussed in a manner and in a spirit that will reflect credit upon us all. I will 
only say this :  Uʙe moderate in your demands, be just in your criticism, be accurate in your 
facts, be logical in your conclusions, and you may rest assured that any propositions you may 
make to our rulers will be received with that benign consideration which is the characteristic of 
a strong and enlightened GovernmentV. And now, gentlemen, I fear, I have already 
trespassed too long upon your time. Before I sit down, l will once more offer to you my thanks 
from the very bottom of my heart for the very great honour you have done me, and I pray to 
God that I may be enabled, in some measure at least, to deserve your approbation and justify 
the choice you have made and the confidence you have reposed in me. Gentlemen, I wish 
this Congress and all succeeding Congresses every success and every prosperity. ˽
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CHAPTER V 
 

Speech of Pherozeshah M. Mehta 
 
The Sixth Session of the Indian National Congress was held at Calcutta in 1890. Mr. 

Pherozeshah M. Mehta presided over the session. Following are some of the important 
passages from his Presidential address :  

 
Indian Political Progress 

 
I have ventured, gentlemen, to ascribe to the,  Congress the credit of making an 

epoch in Indian political progress. A very brief survey of the incidents of the twelve months 
that have elapsed since we last met will amply justify our title to that distinction. ln the 
admirable address which was delivered by my predecessor in this chair at Allahabad, Mr. 
Yule pointed out that all movements of the kind in which we are concerned pass through 
several phases as they run their course. The first is one of ridicule. That is followed, as the 
movement progresses, by one of abuse, which is usually succeeded by partial concession 
and misapprehension of aim, accompanied by warnings against taking Ubig jumps into the 
unknownV. The final stage of all is a substantial adoption of the object of the movement, with 
some expression of surprise that it was not adopted before.  Well, gentlemen, we have pretty 
well passed the first two stages. We have survived the ridicule, the abuse, and the 
misrepresentation. We have survived the charge of sedition and disloyalty. We have survived 
the charge of being a microscopic minority. We have also survived the charge of being guilty 
of the atrocious crime of being educated, and we have even managed to survive the grievous 
charge of being all Babus in disguise. 

 
What lndian really want 

 
The question of our loyalty is set at rest for ever. In the debate on Lord Cro˄˄Vs India 

Reform Bill in the House of Lord, ex- Viceroy after ex- Viceroy bore emphatic testimony to the 
loyal and peaceful character of our aims and efforts. Within the Iast few days the voice of no 
less a personage than one of our former Secretaries of State has confirmed this testimony. 
Lord R. ChurchillTit is to no less distinguished a public man that I referThas publicly 
declared that :  

 
H˼e could sincerely remark that no one will rejoice more than himself if the 

deliberations of the Indian National Congress shortly to be resumed were to contribute 
effectually to the progress and the welfare of the Indian people.˽  
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Then, gentlemen, it is made clear that we have not learnt the lessons of history so 
badly as to demand the introduction of the full- blown representative institutions which, in 
England, have been the growth of centuries. It is made clear that we have not asked for even 
such a modicum as was enioyed by the English people even before the time of Simon de 
Montfort,  more than five centuries ago, nay, that we have not asked even for representative 
institutions, of a governing or ruling character at all. Indeed, so far as this historical argument 
is concerned, we have not been guilty of disregarding it, but we have been successful in 
turning the tables upon our adversaries. We have shown that it is they who defy the lessons of 
history and experience, when they talk of waiting to make a beginning till the masses of the 
people are fully equipped with all the virtues and all the qualifications which adorn the citizens 
of Utopia, in fact, till a millennium has set in, when we should hardly require such institutions 
at all. We have shown that people who indulge in such vain talk have never understood the 
laws of human progress which,  after all,  is a series of experiments, in which men and 
institutions react upon each other for their mutual improvement and perfection. ˽

 
Mohammedans and the Congress 

 
Then, gentlemen, our right to the designation or a national body has been vindicated. 

It is so admirably et forth in an article which appeared in a Conservative ReviewTThe 
NationalTfrom the pen of a Conservative who, however,  speaks from the fulness of intimate 
knowledge, that cannot resist the temptation of borrowing from it :  

 
T˼he supposed rivalry˽ ,  says the writer, ˼between Musalmans and Hindus is a 

Convenient decoy to distract attention and to defer the day of reform. I do not wish to affirm 
that there is no antagonism between the adherents of the two faiths; but I do most positively 
assert that the antagonism has been grossly exaggerated. Every municipal improvement and 
charitable work finds members of the two faiths working together and subscribing funds to 
carry it out. Every political paper in the country finds supporters from believers in both creeds. 
Just the same is witnessed in the proceedings of the Congress. The members of the 
Congress met together as men, on the common basis of nationality, being citizens of one 
country, subjects of one power, amenable to one code of Iaws, taxed by one authority, 
influenced for weal or woe by one system of administration, urged by like impulses to secure 
like rights and to be relieved of like burdens. If these are not sufficient causes to weld a 
people together into one common alliance of nationality, it is difficult to conceive what would 
be sufficient. It is for the reason the organisation has been called the Indian National Congress 
:  not because, as many besides Mr. Keane have assumed that it claims a non- existent unity 
of race, but because it deals with rights and interests which are national in character and 
matters in which all the inhabitants of the Indian peninsula are equally concerned.  ˽
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I think we may take it, gentlemen, that we have passed through the first two stages,  
and that the loyalty, the moderation, the propriety,  and the constitutional and national 
character of our mission, are now established beyond a doubt. But, however arduous and 
however provoking some of the experiences of the trial through which we have passed, they 
should not leave any trace of bitterness behind. For let us not imagine that they were devoid 
of chastening and beneficial effects upon ourselves. Let us frankly acknowledge that they also 
must have had their share in contributing to add clearness to our thoughts,  sobriety to our 
methods, and moderation to our proposals. If, I might use a proscribed, but not unscriptural,  
phrase, we must give even the devil his due.˽  

 
Congress Voice : A Cry in the Wilderness 

 
It has been said that our united voice is the voice only of a certain portion of the 

people and not of the masses; and that it is even then the voice of indifference, and not of 
urgency of excitement. These remarks are intended to be cast as matters of reproach aganist 
the Congress; properly understood they constitute its chief glory. If the masses were capable 
of giving articulate expression to definite political demands, then the time would have arrived, 
not for consultative Councils but for representative institutions. It is because they are still 
unable to do so that the function and the duty devolve upon their educated and enlightened 
compatriots to feel, to understand,  and to interpret their grievances and requirements, and to 
suggest and indicate how these can best be redressed and met. History teaches us that such 
has been the law of widening progress in all ages nd nil countries, notably in England itself. 
That function and that duty,  which thus devolve upon us, is best discharged, not in times of 
alarm and uneasiness, of anger and excitement, but when the heart is loyal and clear and 
reason unclouded. It is, I repeat, the glory of the Congress that the educated and enlightened 
people of the country seek to repay the debt of gratitude, which they owe for the priceless 
boon of education, by pleading and pleading temperately for timely and provident 
statesmanship. 

 
Faith in England 

 
I have no fears but that English statesmanship will ultimately respond to the call. I have 

unbounded faith in the living and fertilizing principles of English culture and English civilization.  
It may be that, at times, the prospect may look dark and gloomy. Anglo- Indian opposition 
may look fierce and uncompromising. But my faith is large, even in Anglo- Indians. As in the 
whole universe, so in Individuals, in communities, there is a perpetual conflict going on 
between the higher and lower passions and impulses of our nature. Perhaps some of you 
have read a little novel, called, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, the plot of which hinges on the 
conflict between the two sides of a manV˄ nature, the higher and the lower, embodied each, 
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for the time being, in a separate and distinct individuality. If the lower tendencies are 
sometimes paramount in the Hydes of Anglo­Indian society, if, as our last President, Sir W. 
Wedderburn said, the interests of the services are antngonistic to and prevail over the 
interests of the lndian people, it is still the oscillation of the struggle; it is still only one side of 
the shield. They cannot permanently divest themselves of the higher and nobler nature, 
which, in the end, must prevail, and which has prevailed in so many honoumble, 
distinguished and illustrious instances. They are after all a part and parcel of the great English 
nation, bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, and they must even work along the main 
lines of that noble policy which Great Britain has deliberately adopted for the government of 
this country.  When, inscrutable dispensation of Providence, India was assigned to the care of 
England, one can almost imagine that the choice was offered to her as to Israel of old :  

 
˼ʙhʁold,  I have placed before you a blessing and a curse; a blessing, if ye will obey 

the commandments of the Lord your God; a curse. if ye will not obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God,  but go after other gods whom ye have not known.  ˽

 
All the great forces of English life and society, moral, social, intellectual political, are if 

slowly, yet steadily and irresistibly declaring themselves for the choice which will make the 
connection of England and India a blessing to themselves and to the whole world,  for 
countless generations. Our Congress asks but to serve as a modest handmaiden to that 
movement, asks but to be allowed to show the pits and the falls, asks but to be allowed to 
join in the blessing which England will as surely earn as there is an Ueternal that maketh for 
righteouosness.V 

 
Sir Charles Dilke on the Congress 

 
I appeal to all true EnglishmenTto candid friends as to generous foesTnot to let this 

prayer go in vain. It may be that we sometimes speak in uncouth and outlandish ways; it may 
be that we, sometimes stray in some confusion of toought and language; still it is the prayer 
of rising, growing and hopeful nation. I will appeal to them to listen to the sage counsel of one 
of the most careful and observant of their modern politicians, who, like the prophet Balaam, 
called I will not say, exactly to curse us, has however, blessed us utterly. In his UProblems of 
Greater BritainV, Sir Charles Dilke thus sums up his views on the Congress :  

 
˼ʘrgument upon the matter is to be desired, but not invective, and there is so much 

reason to thinl that the Congress movement really represents the cultivated intelligence of the 
country, that those who ridicule it do harm to the imperial interests of Great Britain, bitterly 
wounding and alienating men who are justified in what they do, who do it in reasonable and 
cautious form, and who ought to be conciliated by being met half- way. The official class 
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themselves admit that many of the natives who atack the Congress do so to ingratiate 
themselves with their British rulers and to push their claims for decorations. Our first duty in 
India is that of defendin the country against anarchy and invasion, but our other greatest duty 
is to learn how to live with what is commonly called the Congress movement, namely, with 
the development of that new India which we have ourselves created. Our past work in India 
has been a splendid task, splendidly performed, but there is a still nobler one before us, and 
one larger even than that labour on the Irish problem to which our public men on both sides 
seem too much inclined to give their whole attention.  ˽

 
So careful an estimate of the work and spirit of the Congress movement cannot but 

commend itself to thoughtful minds. 
 
However, that may be, our duty lies clear before us to go on with our work firmly and 

fearlessly, but with moderation,  and above all, with humility. If we might be permitted to 
adopt those noble words of Cardinal Newman, we may say :  

 
L˼ead kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, 

Lead thou me on! 
The night is dark and I am far from home, 
Lead thou me on. 
Keep thou my feet, I do not ask to see 
The distant path, one stepV˄ enough for me.  ˽
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CHAPTER VI 
 

Speech of Rahimtullah M. Sayani 
 
The Twelfth Session of the lndian National Congress was held at Calcutta in 1896. Mr.  

Rahimtullah M. Sayani presided over the Session. Following are some of the important 
passages from his speech :  

 
Declarations of the Congress Leaders 

 
The following is a brief analysis of the declarations of the Congress leaders :T 
 
(a) To remember that we are all children of our mothercountry, India, and that as 

such we are bound to love and respect each other and have common fellow- feeling for each 
other, and that each one of us should regard as his own the interests of the rest of us. 

 
(b) That we should endeavour to promote personal intimacy and friendship amongst 

all the great communities of lndia, to develop and consolidate sentiments of national growth 
and unity, to weld them together into one nationality, to effect a moral union amongst them, 
to remove the taunt that we are not a nation, but only a congeries of races and creeds which 
have no cohesion in them, and to bring about stronger and stronger friendly ties of common 
nationality. 

 
(c) That we should endeavour specially to promote personal intimacy and friendship 

amongst all the earnest workers in the cause of India, to eradicate by direct friendly personal 
intercourse all possible racial or provincial prejudices amongst all Jlovers of India, and to 
develop and consolidate sentiments of national unity, to effect a moral union amongst them 
which may stand as a solid bulwark against all external elements likely to divide or separate. 

 
( d)  That we should work together for our common elevation; that we should work in 

the spidt that we are Indians and owe a duty to our country and to all our countrymen; that we 
should all work with a singleness of purpose for the amelioration of our country. 

 
(e)  That in carrying out our work,  we should take care that no questions should be 

decided without full previous preparation and detailed discussion of it all over the country; 
that no point should be pressed unless there prevails an absolute or an almost absolute 
unanimity of opinion amongst the thinking and educated clnsore of our countrymen. 
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( f)  That we should confine our attention to these questions only in which the entire 
nation has a direct participation; that we should pass only such resolutions as are not the 
issue of the brain of a single individual but are the result of the best thoughts of many minds 
during a long period; that we should give due deference to the views and feelings of each 
other amongst the whole people of our country; that we should deal with those questions 
alone on which the whole of the educated and thinking portion of British india is substantially 
agreed. 

 
(g) That we should conduct our proceeding s with moderation and dignity so as to 

disarm all adverse criticism; that every member should be afforded an opportunity of maturely 
and gravely considering each question in all its bearings; that we should conduct our 
proceedings in such a way that whenever any resolution or decision has been come to, it 
should proceed from the Congress with authority and be received outside with respect; that 
we should conduct our proceedings in such a way that we may acquire and maintain a 
character for moderation, sagacity, and practical good sense; that we should be moderate in 
our language, and in our demands; that we should remember that it is only by patience, 
perserverance, and long effort that we can hope to succeed.  

 
(h) That we should remember that right and truth must ever prevail in the end; that it 

is not by violence or by noise that great things are achieved, nor by ambition or self­seeking; 
that it is by calm, indomitable reliance on that moral force, which it the supreme reason, that 
a nationVs life can be regenerated; that we should avoid taking jumps into the unknown. 

 
( i)  That the best interests of the Indian taxpayer lie in peace, economy and reform; 

that his motto should be peace, loyalty and progress. That the first most essential requisite 
for his happiness is the assurance of permanent peace and the rigid maintenance of law and 
order. 

 
( j)  That our business is to represent to Government our reasonable grievance and our 

political disabilities and aspirations. 
 
The following is n brief summary of the subjects discussed by the various Congresses 

held up to date : 
 
Working of Indian Admjnistration, the Council of the Secretary State for India, 

Legislative Councils, Simultaneous Examinations, Annexation of Upper Burma, Poverty of 
India, Public Service, Trial by July, Separation of Executive and Judicial Functions, 
Volunteering, Education, Industrial Condition of India, Arms Act,  Police Administration, 
Abkari, State Regulation of Vice, Permanent Settelement, Plate Duties, Salt Duty, Forest 
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Laws, Currency, Military and Civil Expenditure, Medical Service, Compensation Allowance, 
Forced Labour, Cotton Duty, Financial Condition of India, Recruitment of H igher Judicial 
Service, Freedom of the Press, Water Cess, South Africa, Legal Practitioners Bill, und 
Grievances of Railway Passengecrs.  
 
Congress and Mohammedans 

 
With a record of illustrious Presidents before me, and coming, as I had to do, 

immediately after one of the most eloquent modern Indian orators and lending spirits of the 
wealthy and educated province of Bengal, I naturally felt diffident of my ability to discharge the 
onerous and responsible duties devolving upon the occupant of thi chair, but counting, as I 
have already stated, upon your indulgence,  forbearance, and generosity, your sympathy and 
support,  I consented to preside, resolved to follow the example of my esteemed friend, 
Justice Badruddin Tyabji, who has had the benefit of eight yearV˄ residence in England, is a 
gentleman of manifold experience, moderate and considerate views on public affairs, and 
who has been eminently successful, but is nevertheless an ortbodox Musalman commanding 
the confidence and respect of his co- religionists.  The one great object- lesson which his 
example teaches, is,  that Musalmans, with benefit to themselves, and consistently with 
Musalman interests, even assuming that Musalman interests, as unthinkingly alleged, are in 
conflict with the interests of the rest of the Indians, can and ought to take part in this national 
movement. 

 
Congress Programme 
 

I now proceed to point out how far in unison with the declared policy of Great Britain 
and British statesmen is the programme of the Indian National Congress. From the following 
few extracts it will be seen that the practically Congress is doing nothing but nobly 
endeavouring to practically pursue the very policy which the statesmen, whose views I give in 
these extracts, laid down for the better government of India during the best part of the 
present century. 

 
Elphinstone in 1823 

 
It is difficult to imagine an undertaking in which our duty, our interest and our honour 

are more immediately concerned. It is now well understood that in all countries the happiness 
of the poor depends in a great measure on their education.  It is by means of it alone that they 
can acquire those habits of prudence and self- reliance from which all other good qualities 
spring, and if ever there was a country where such habits are required, it is this. We have all 
often heard of the ills of early marriges and over- flowing population, of the savings of a life 
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squandered on some one occasion of festivity, of the helplessness of the ryots which renders 
them a prey to money- lenders, of their indifference to good clothes or houses which has been 
used on some occasiona as an argument against lowering the public demands on them, and 
finally of the vanity of the laws to protect them when no individual can be found who had spirit 
enough to take advantage of those enacted in their favour; there is but one remedy for all this, 
which is education. If there be a wish to contribute to the abolition of the horrors of self-
immolation and of infanticide, and ultimately to the destruction of superstituion in India, it is 
scarcely necessary now to prove that the only means of success lies in the diffusion of 
knowledge. 
 
Sir John Malcom 
Sir John Malcolm in 1828 

 
O˼ne of the chief objects, I expect, from diffusing education among the natives of 

India, is our increased power of associating them in every part of the administration. This I 
deem essential on grounds of economy, of improvement, and of security. I further look to the 
employment of the natives in such duties of trust and responsibility as the onIy mode in which 
we can promote their improvement; and I must deem the instruction we are giving them 
dangerous instead of useful, unless the road is opened wide to those, who receive it to every 
prospect of honest ambition nn honourable distinction. ˽

 
Views of the Court of Directors 
 
The Court of Directors in 1830 

 
I˼n the meantime we wish you to be fully assured, not only of our anxiety that the 

judicial offices to which natives are at present eligible should be properly filled, but of our 
earnest with and hope to see them qualified for situations of higher importance and trust. 
There is no point of view in which we look with greatest interest at the exertions you are now 
making for the instruction of the natives than being calculated to raise up a class of persons 
qualified, their intelligence and morality for high employments in Civil administration of India. 
As the means of bringing about this desirable object, we rely chiefly on their becoming 
through a familiarity with European literature and science, imbued with the ideas and feelings 
of civilised Europe, on the general cultivaion of their understanding, and specifically on their 
instruction in the principles of moral and general jurisprudence. We wish you to consider this 
as our deliberate view of the scope and end to which all our endeavours with respect to the 
education of the natives should refer. And the active spirit of benevolence, guided judgment, 
which has hitherto characterised your exertions, assures us of your ready and jealous 
cooperation towards an end which we have so deeply at heart.˽  



 

CONTENTS 

T˼he improvements in education, however, which most effectually contribute to 
elevate the moral and intellectual condition of a people, are those which concern the 
education of the higher classes, of the persons possessing leisure and important influence 
over the minds of their countrymen. By raising the standard of instruction among the classes 
you would eventually produce a much greater and more beneficial change in the ideas and 
feelings of the community than you can hope to produce by acting directly on the more 
numerous class.  ˽

 
Y˼ou are, moreover, acquainted with our anxious desire to have at our disposal a 

body of natives qualified by their habits and acquirements to take a large share and occupy 
higher situations in the Civil administration of their country than has hitherto been the practice 
under our Indian Governments.˽  

 
Lord Macaular in 1831 

 
I˼t would be far better for us that the people of India were well- governed and 

independent of us than ill- governed and subjects to us; that they were ruled by their own 
kings and wearing our broadcloth, and working with our cutlery, than that they were 
performing their salams to English Collectors and English Magistrates, but were too ignorant 
to value, or too poor to buy, English manufactures. To trade with civilised men is infinitely 
more profitable than to govern savages. That would indeed be a doting wisdom which would 
keep a hundred millions of men from being our customers in order that they might continue to 
be slaves.  ˽

 
Lord Ripon, in 1882 

 
T˼he document (Her  Majest́ V˄ Proclamation)  is not a treaty, it is not a diplomatic 

instrument, it is declaration of principle of Government, which if it is obligatory at all, is 
obligatory in respect to all to whom it is addressed. The doctrine, therefore, to which Sir Fitz 
James Stephen has given the sanction of his authority, I feel bound to repudiate to the utmost 
of my power. It seems to me to be inconsistent with the character of my Sovereign and with 
the honour of my country, and if it were free to be received and acted upon by the 
Government of England, it would do more harm than anything else could possibly do to strike 
at the very root of our power and to destroy our just influence, because that power and that 
influence rest upon the conviction of our good faith more than upon any other foundation, 
aye, more than upon the valour of our soliders and the reputation of our armies.  ˽
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M˼y study of History has led me to the conclusion that it is not by force of her armies or by the 
might of her solidiery that a great empire is permanently maintained, but it is by the 
righteousness of her laws, by her respect for the principle of her justice. ˽
 
Congress and Musalmans 

 
˼ʠt is imagined by some person that all, or almost all the Musalmans of India, are 

against the Congress movement. That is not true. Indeed, by far the largest part do not know 
what the Congress movement is.  Education of any sort or kind is conspicuous by its absence 
amongst them, and their habitual apathy has kept them from understanding the movement at 
all. In fact they are blissfully ignorant. What the causes of such ignorance and apathy are, will 
be presently inquired into.  It will be sufficient here to stateTthat one infinitely small class of 
persons who have received liberal education through the medium of the English language, 
and another equally infinitely small class of persons who have received no education whatever 
through the medium of the English language, but who have acquired a smattering or what 
they are pleased to consider education through the Hindustani language, have considered it a 
fashionable thing to abuse the Congress and Congressmen as such.  ˽
 
Alleged Mohammedan Objections to the Congress 

 
T˼he following appear to be the objections of the Musalmans to the Congress :T 

 
1. That it is against their religion to join the Congress, as by joining the Congress they 

will be joining the Hindus who are not Musalmans. 
 
2. That it is against their religion to join the Congress as by joining the Congress they 

will be joining a movement opposed to Government, a thing which is opposed to their 
religion, which directs obedience and loyalty to Government, albeit Government may not be 
treating them properly. 

 
3. That it is against their religion to learn the English language. 
 
4. That the success of the Congress would weaken the British Rule, and might 

eventually end in the overthrow of British Power and the substitution of Hindu Rule. 
 
5. That Government is against the Congress movement; that in addition to the duty of 

loyalty, the Musalmans owe the duty of gratitude to Government for giving them a liberal 
education; therefore by joining the Congress, the Musalmans would be guilty of the sin of 
ingratitude towards Government. 
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6. That the Congress does not adequately represent all the races of India. 
 
7. That the motives of the persons constituting the Congress are not honest. 
 
8. That the aims and objects of the Congress are not practical. 
 
9. That the Congress is not important enough to deal satisfactorily wjth the subjects it 

takes up. 
  
10. That the modes of Government prevailing in the West, namely, examination, 

representation, and election, are not adopted to India. 
 
11  That such modes are not adopted to Musalmans. 
 
12. That the result of the application of Western methods to India would be to place all 

offices under Government in the power of the Hindus, and the Musalmans would be 
completely ousted from Government employment. 

 
13. That Government employment hould be conferred not on the test of examinations, 

but by selection on the ground of race, position of the family, and other social and local 
considerations. 

 
14. That public distinctions, such as seats on the Legislative Councils, Municipal 

Boards, and other public bodies should be conferred not by the test or election, but by 
nomination based on the ground of ruce, and social influence and importance. 

 
15. That inasmuch as the Congress is a representative body,  and inasmuch as the 

Hindus form the majority of the population, the Congress will necessarily be swamped by the 
Hindus, and the resolutions of the Congress will, to all intents and purposes, be the 
resolutions of the Hindus, and the Musalmans. Voice will be drownd, and,  therefore, if the 
Musalmans join the Congress, they will not only not be heard, but will be actually assisting in 
supporting Hindus to pass resolutions against the interest of the Musalmans, and to give 
color to such resolutions as the resolutions of Hindus and Musalmans combined, and thus 
aiding in passing resolutions against themselves and misleading Government into believing 
that the Musalmans are in favour of uch resolutions. 

 
16. That Musalman boys have to learn the languages appertaining to their religion 

before joining schools; they are, therefore, at a disadvantage in the start for English education 
as compared with the Hindus. That the result is, that the Hindus pass the examinations, and 
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as Government employment is given upon the test of examinations, the Musalmans are 
necessarily ousted from Government employment, and it follows that the test of examination 
is not a fair test. 

 
17. That as employments are given on the test of examinations, the result is that 

Hindus get such employment and even in districts where the majority of the population are 
Musalmans, the Hindus form the subordinate officialdom. That the Hindus being hostile to the 
Musalmans, lord it over them, and the Musalmans are naturally grieved to be lorded over by 
the Hindus; that in many cases Hindus are from the lower strata of society, and in that case 
they tyrannise the more and thus aggravate the harsh treatment of the Musalmans. That the 
result is that the Musalmans, and amongst them Musalmans descended from royal and noble 
families, are mortified at being not only ruled over, but even molested by and tyrannised over, 
in all manner of ways by Hindus, and Hindus of the lowest orders. 

 
Mr. SayaniV˄ Answers to Mohammedan Objections 

 
I, now proceed to answer these objections :  
 
1. Musalmans in the past, Musalmans not in name only but orthodox, true 

MusalmansTconstantly travelled in foreign lands and mixed with all the nations of the world. 
The Musalmans  in India are the descendants of the Musalmans who thus travelled to and 
settled in India, and of the Hindus whom such Musalmans converted to Islam. All the 
Musalmans in India have always lived side by side with the Hindus and mixed with them and 
even cooperated with them, both during the period of the Musalman Rule, as also since then. 
In fact,  both the Musalmans and the Hindus, as also other races residing in this country, are 
all equally tho inhabitants of one and the same country, and are thus bound to each other by 
ties of a common nativity. They are all shares in the benefits and advantages, as also in the ills 
consequent on common residence; and, so far as natural and climatic conditions are 
concerned,  all the inhabitants, irrespective of all sorrows and must necessarily cooperate with 
each other, as humanity is imperfect and dependent on cooperation.  Again, both the 
Musnlmans and the Hindus are subjects of the same soverign and living under the protection 
of the same laws, and are equally affected by the same administration. The object of the 
Congress is to give expression to the political demands of the Congress subjects and to pray 
that their political grievances may be redressed and their political disabilities may be removed; 
that the political burdens of the country may be lightened and it political condition may be 
ameliorated; that the political status of millions of human beings who are their fellow-
countrymen may be improved, and their general condition may be rendered more tolerable. It 
is a most meritorious work,  a work of the highest charity.  No nobler or more charitable work 
could possibly be conceived. The only question is whether there should be two separate 
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organizations, Musalman and non- Musalman, both simultaneously doing the same work, 
separate in name, but identical in nature and interest; or whether there should be a joint 
organisation. Obviously, the latter is preferable, especially as the Congress has no concern 
whatever with the religion or the religious convictions of any of its members. 

 
2. It is not true that the Congress movement is a movement in opposition to 

Government. It is a movement for the purpose of expressing the grievances of the subjects to 
Government in a legal and constitutional manner and for the purpose of asking Government to 
fulfil promises made by Government, of its own free will and pleasure in fact, it is the duty of 
all truly loyal subjectsTsubjects desirous of seeing the Government maintained in its powerT
to inform Government of their own wants and wishes as it is also the duty of Government to 
ascertain the wants and wishes of the subjects and, indeed, those subjects who will not keep 
the Government well informed of their own wants and wishes cannot be called true friends of 
Government. We are all aware that the English nation, our common fellow- subjects, always 
makes it a point to inform Government of its own wants and wishes, so that Government may 
be able to fulfil such wants and wishes. In the case of India, moreover, promises have been 
made from time to time by Government to concede certain privileges; indeed, we have the 
plighted word of our most gracious Sovereign herself confirming those promises. It is our 
duty, therefore, to remind Government of such promises and to ask it to fulfil them. 

 
3. Language is but the medium of expression. Orthodox and true Musalmans have in 

their time learned the Greek, the Latin, and other languages. There is, therefore, nothing 
against learning any language. In fact, many Musalmans of India, indeed, most of them learn 
and speak languages other than the language of their religion. The objection, therefore, 
against learning the English language, which is moreover the language of our rulers, is so 
absurd on the fact of its,  that it need not be further adverted to.  

 
4. The object of the Congress has already been stated. The success of the Congress, 

as has also been stated,  instead of weakening Government, will only contribute towards the 
greater permanence of British rule in India. The Musalmans, therefore, need not be frightened 
by phantoms created by their own imagination. 

 
5. It is the duty of all good boys, who have by the liberal policy of their fathers been 

enabled to receive a liberal education, to repay the kindness of their fathers, by assisting their 
fathers in the management of their affairs with the aid of such education and by contributing 
to the maintenance and welfare of the family by all honest means in their power.  Similarly, it is 
the duty of those subjects who have received a liberal education with the aid of Government, 
to repay the kindness of Government by assisting Government in the proper discharge of its 
high functions by informing Government of the shoals and rocks lying ahead in its path and 
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thus enabling Government to steer clear of such shoals and rocks,  and not to lie by quietly 
with a false sense of gratitude and leaving Government to run against such shoals and roks 
and thus unintentionally, of course, but nevertheless contribute to its grounding ashore. True 
gratitude lies in true good wishes and true good assistance, and not in false modesty and 
indolence. 

 
6. if the Congress does not, as is alleged, adequately represent all the races, surely 

the fault lies, not on the shoulders of the Congress leaders who invite all the races, but on the 
shoulders of those races themselves who turn deaf ear to such invitation, and prefer not to 
respond to it. It is the duty of such races, in response to such invitation,  to attend the 
Congress and not blame the Congress when, in fact, they ought to blame themselves. 

 
7. All public bodies, assembled in public meetings desirous of giving every publicity to 

their proceedings and even keeping a public record of its transactions, ought to be judged by 
their sayings and doings. It is not right or proper to attribute to such bodies improper motives, 
unless such motives can be fairly and reasonably inferred from their saying or doings or both. 
In fact, no person, having any sense of self- respect, ought to attribute improper mot ives, 
unless he is prepared to prove the same, and it is to be hoped, for the honour of the 
Musalmans, to cease from making reckless charges which they are not prepared to 
substantiate. 

 
8. As to the aims and objects of the Congress not being practical, it is well- known fact 

that public attention has been drawn to the demands of the Congress, and not only the 
classes but even the masses have already been awakened to a sense of their political 
grievances and disabilities. Government ha also been pleased to take into its favourable 
consideration the demands of the Congress, and has partially conceded the the expansion of 
the Lagislative Councils and introduced the element of election therein. Indeed, if the 
Congress movement is continued with the nme ability, prudence and sagacity that have 
characterised it in the past, and especially if those who have hitherto contented themselves 
with simply throwing out objections began in right earnest to take part in the movement, the 
movement is certain to bear fruit in the very near future and to end in practical results. 

 
9. As to the Congress not being important enough to deal with the subjects it takes 

up, it will not be denied that the Congress contains in its ranks some of the most educated, 
most wealthy and most influential men of the day, some of whom have occupiedTand 
occupied honourablyTpublic offices of trust and importance, and most of whom are leaders 
of their respective centres. In fact, in the Congress camp one comes across legislators, 
municipal councillors,  rich zamindars, extensive merchants, renowned lawyers, eminent 
doctors,  experienced publicists, indeed, representatives of every industry and every 




























































































































































